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1. Overall Description:

SA2 believes that there is no reason to maintain anymore the I-WLAN solution specified in the TS 2x.234 series of specifications, for the following reasons:

1. The ANDSF-based solution that was recently specified in Rel-12 (as part of the WLAN_NS WID) provides an alternative and more up-to-date solution for WLAN network selection than the I-WLAN network selection.
2. Apart from WLAN network selection, other features provided by the I-WLAN solution (e.g. tunnel management) are outdated and superseded by equivalent EPC procedures specified since Rel-8. 

3. WLAN access networks based on the I-WLAN architecture cannot be connected to EPC.

4. Maintaining the outdated I-WLAN solution and the equivalent newer solutions would require additional specification work and possibly the resolution of complex co-existence issues.
5. Many of the I-WLAN specifications have not been updated for a long time. For example, TS 23.234 has not been updated since 2007.
6. The I-WLAN solution has not been deployed so far, albeit being specified since Rel-6.
It is noted however that some stage-3 parts of the I-WLAN specifications may be still required, such as the definition of Generic Container in Annex A of TS 24.234 and the interface specifications related to Direct IP Access, such as the RADIUS interfaces in TS 29.234.
If SA agrees to stop maintaining the I-WLAN specifications, then other 3GPP WGs (e.g. SA1, SA2, SA3, CT1, CT4) would need to assess the impact on their specifications, identify aspects of I-WLAN that should be kept and find alternative specifications to document those aspects. SA2 could initiate the appropriate coordination work. SA2 would also like to highlight that there are external organizations (e.g. GSMA and IEEE) that refer to I-WLAN specifications. These external bodies may also need to be notified.
2. Actions:

To SA group.

ACTION: 
Please indicate whether there are reasons for continuing to maintain the I-WLAN specifications or whether SA2 and the copied groups can initiate work for stopping the maintenance of these specifications.
3. Date of Next TSG-SA WG2 Meetings:

TSG-SA2 Meeting #102
   24th – 28th March 2014
Malta
TSG-SA2 Meeting #103
   19th – 23th May 2014

Phoenix, USA
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