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	Reason for change:
	Load balancing in a Shared E-UTRAN may encounter situations where the EPC of one of the Participating Operators is congested. This should not negatively impact communication from/to other Participating Operators EPCs.

	
	

	Summary of change:
	If load balancing in a Shared E-UTRAN is performed and if a Participating Operator’s EPC is congested then the Shared E-UTRAN shall not negatively impact communication from/to other Participating Operators EPCs
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	Requirements remain unclear how EPC congestion situations should be handled.
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Begin of changes

28.2.6
Support for load balancing

Hosting E-UTRAN Operators have the need to optimize E-UTRAN resource usage within the shared E-UTRAN for a particular coverage area. At the same time, the agreed shares of E-UTRAN resources based on a single cell and sector for each Participating Operator need to be respected. Likewise, Participating Operators have the need to optimize their E-UTRAN resource usage among shared and unshared E-UTRAN for a particular coverage area.

The capability to perform load balancing on an individual Participating Operator's traffic basis within a shared E-UTRAN shall be supported. 

The capability to perform load balancing on the combined traffic of all the Participating Operators within a shared E-UTRAN shall be supported. 

The capability to perform load balancing between an individual Participating Operator's traffic within a shared E-UTRAN and traffic in that Participating Operator's unshared E-UTRAN where the shared and unshared E-UTRAN coverage overlaps shall be supported.
Note: 
Load balancing capabilities are expected to take into account the allocation of resources to each Participating Operator and the load level for each Participating Operator to the extent possible, so that the principal objective to maximize throughput is not impacted.
If load balancing in a Shared E-UTRAN is supported and if a Participating Operator’s EPC indicates overload to the Shared E-UTRAN in order to mitigate the overload situation then overload mitigation measures shall have minimal impact on the communication between the Shared E-UTRAN and other Participating Operators EPCs.
End of changes
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