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ITU-T Study Group 2 (SG2) thanks 3GPP TSG-SA WG1 for its liaison S1-113076 on “Multiple E.212 Mobile Country Codes assigned to one country/political entity”.
In response, SG2 wishes to inform 3GPP that a geographic Mobile Country Code (MCC) specified in Recommendation ITU-T E.212 identifies a specific country, a group of countries in an integrated numbering plan or a specific geographical area. It is specified in 3.3 of E.212 that the Director of TSB may assign more than one MCC to a country.
The ITU has no concept of “political entity” and, by analogy to 5.2.1 of E.164.1, only assigns geographic MCCs to countries that are recognized by the United Nations or by the ITU.

All assignments of MCCs are published in the Operational Bulletin and on the ITU-T web site.  We invite 3GPP to monitor those sources in order to obtain information on new allocations.

According to 6.2.7 of E.190, the assigned resource will be subject to reclamation by the ITU-TSB, if:

–
it is being used in a different way from that for which it was assigned;

–
service(s) has not been established at the time stated in the applicant’s request;

–
the resources are being used by other than the assignee, e.g. resale or transfer with the assignee’s knowledge; or

–
the assigned numbering resource is no longer required or in use by the assignee.
Any revocation or reuse of an MCC code would also be published in the Operation Bulletin and on the ITU-T web site.  By analogy with 5.3.4 of E.164.1, a revoked code would not normally be reassigned unless there is no other alternative available, and in any case it would not be reassigned for a period of two years.  To date, no MCC codes have been revoked.

Generally speaking, should any of the current assignment criteria defined in E.212 require changes from 3GPP members’ viewpoint, they are certainly welcome to contribute to the next SG2 meeting in March 2012.

We trust that this clarifies the situation to your satisfaction. 
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