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1. Overall Description:

For many years SA1 are using the term "shall be possible" in their TR and TS. One of the reasons for introducing this term to 3GPP were uncertainties perceived on  the existing term "may" on whether some functionality is to be considered mandatory or optional to be specified in 3GPP. 
Due to the missing definition and widespread use of "shall be possible" it, over the years, acquired also other meanings and interpretations ranging from the initially intended "may" over "shall" (shall be able/capable) to even "shall not prevent".
Due to this ambiguity SA1 is now proposing to add some text to 21.801 clarifying the case on what "shall" and "may" mean when it comes to specification work. 
This change now points out clearly what was and is the understanding and current working procedure by stage 2 and 3 groups when they encounter a "may" in SA1 requirements and thus making the use of "shall be possible" by SA1 obsolete.
Besides that, it was felt necessary to point out that an indication whether a TS is to be considered mandatory or optional. In some SA1 TS this has been mentioned explicitly in the past, but it hasn't been done in more recent TS. Adding this statement into the scope will resolve some uncertainties especially experienced by readers new to 3GPP.
Furthermore SA1 removed the two occurrences of "shall be possible" in 21.801 by replacing them with a "may".

Also SA1 like to point out that SA1 are not planning to do any changes wrt "shall be possible" to their TR/TS prior to Release 10. 
2. Actions:

To TSG SA group.

ACTION: 
TSG SA are kindly requested to approve the attached CR to the TSG SA TR 21.801.
3. Date of Next TSG-SA WG1 Meetings:

SA1#50   
10 - 14 May 2010 
Venice, Italy
SA1#51   
23 – 27 Aug  2010
TBC (Korea)
