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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 understands that SA2 discussed the handling of temporary CSG subscription expiry and agreed CRs S2-094212 & S2-094218 for TS 23.060, and S2-094213 & S2-093996 for TS 23.401. RAN3 discussed stage-3 changes for TS 25.413 and TS 36.413 for the same topic and also discussed on the solution. The view of contributors to RAN3 is split on whether the SA2 agreed CRs, require making an exception to the scope and principle for the Iu Release and UE Context Release procedures as defined in their respective specifications. Therefore, RAN3 would like to inform SA2 that:

a) According to RANAP specification 25.413, the RANAP Iu Release procedure is used to release the Iu connection from the CN, and takes precedence over all other EPs except the Reset procedure and the Reset Resource procedure. Similarly, according to S1AP specification 36.413, S1AP UE Context Release Command is used to release the UE context from the MME, and takes precedence over all other EPs that are using the UE-associated signalling. 
b) Introducing the option that the RNC upon receiving the Iu Release procedure can still trigger the handover to any suitable cell requires an exception to the text and priority of the Iu Release procedure. Similarly, introducing the possibility for the eNB to trigger the handover after receiving the UE Context Release Command requires an exception to the text and priority of the UE Context Release procedure. Moreover, some RAN3 contributors find it is also worth repeating the principle in Iu interface and S1 interface that the Iu Release procedure and UE Context Release procedures take precedence over all other EPs.
c) There are three main ways RAN3 participants have proposed  to handle the requirement for eNB to be allowed to initiate a HO upon temporary CSG subscription expiry:

a. signaling (via RANAP Iu Release/S1AP UE Context Release messages) the CSG expiration to the RNC/eNB. The RNC/eNB would then decide whether to initiate handover. This is compatible with the SA2 CRs, but requires change to RANAP Iu Release / S1AP UE Context Release procedures as the procedure hierarchy is broken;

b. signaling (via other RANAP/S1AP messages) the CSG expiration to the RNC/eNB; the RNC/eNB would then decide whether to initiate either handover or RANAP Iu Release / S1AP UE Context Release. This is not compatible with the SA2 CRs, but does not change to RANAP Iu Release / S1AP UE Context Release procedures and keeps the procedure hierarchy intact;
c. removing the requirement. Some companies in RAN3 would prefer to remove this requirement from SA1 specification.

2. Actions
RAN3 kindly asks SA2 
(i) Whether during the discussion on these CRs, SA2 had considered that it would require defining an exception for the Iu Release/ S1 UE Context Release procedures.
(ii)  If not, whether SA2 consider an alternate mechanism which does not require defining exceptions for the Iu Release/ S1 UE Context Release procedures.
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