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Background
During the March 2009 meeting, requests were made for global E.212 resources.  During the course of the discussion in assessing the validity of some of the requests, 3GPP standards were cited as part of the justification.

As a consequence of the discussions, ITU-T SG2 believed that there were contradictions between the approach in the 3GPP Technical documents (e.g.TR22.828) and that of the ITU-T SG2 towards good management of the global IMSI resource, 901.  As a consequence one issue is presented for clarification.
Discussion

Issue 1 – Differentiating between National and International Numbering Resources within 3GPP specifications on M2M communications 
The 3GPP SA1 activity on Machine to Machine Communication (M2M), and as defined in TR22.828, appears to widen the scope of the use of the E.212 resource, known as IMSI.  The text that was presented during the ITU-T SG2 meeting appears to mandate the use of explicit E.212 IMSI number ranges for M2M communications. Further, the text seems to imply that M2M communications are only applicable for national E.212 address allocation. The ITU-T SG2 has received several requests for international E.212 address allocation.  ITU-T SG2 believes that, in relation to M2M Communication, this lack of clarity within 3GPP specifications could be misleading.  
ITU-T SG2 asks 3GPP SA1 to clarify this lack of distinction. 
ITU-T SG2 would also like to highlight that the international/shared E.212 address space is a limited resource managed by the ITU and hence concern has been raised regarding the exhaustion of this number range based on this new requirement proposed by 3GPP.

In order to be able to provision for international numbers into the future ITU-T SG2 would welcome clarification from 3GPP SA1 on future expected demand.

Conclusion

ITU-T SG2 has concerns about the increased demand of newly defined services/applications requiring more and more shared E.212 resource. ITU-T SG2 requests clarification where applicable from 3GPP SA1 on the point highlighted above. 
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