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1. Overall Description:

TSG GERAN would like to thank TSG SA 1 for their LS in GP-081257 (S1-080769) on CSG related mobility. 

As stated in previous LS (GP-080417) from TSG GERAN to TSG SA1 and TSG RAN2 GERAN indicated possible problems as any solution that requires the terminal to read higher layer information in order to identify a CSG cell might for terminals in GERAN Dedicated/Packet Transfer/Dual Transfer mode lead to disruption of the ongoing service.
Based on updates of technical specifications by RAN groups TSG GERAN is reconsidering the level and likelihood of service interruptions if inbound mobility from GERAN to CSG cells would be supported. 
1) A LS (R1-083424) sent from RAN 1 to RAN2 and RAN4 recommends that a range of physical layer cell identities are reserved only for CSG cells so mobiles can tell from GERAN whether a cell is a CSG cell or not. Therefore a mobile in GERAN Dedicated/Packet Transfer/Dual Transfer mode can read high level system information selectively from CSG cells. 
2) The TTI periods of MIB and SIB1 are 40ms and 80ms respectively. However due to the encoding of these by means of four bursts sent at 10m or 20ms intervals respectively (RP-080361 and R2-082625), a mobile station may (e.g. in good radio conditions) be able to decode this information having received a single burst i.e. in 10ms and 20ms respectively. With this change, it could be easier for a mobile in GERAN Dedicated/Packet Transfer/Dual Transfer mode to read the system information from a CSG cell.
TSG GERAN is currently studying the issues referred to in LS (GP-080417) taking into account the above. Even though inbound mobility from GERAN to CSG cells is technically feasible, nevertheless the disruption of ongoing services needs to be carefully evaluated. Taking into account the latest RAN updates it may be possible that a solution can be found which results in an acceptably low degradation to the ongoing services. TSG GERAN hopes to reach a conclusion on this matter at the GERAN#40 meeting. 
2. Actions:
To TSG SA1:
TSG GERAN kindly asks TSG SA1 to take into account the above information and to confirm to TSG GERAN whether or not a requirement for inbound mobility from GERAN to CSG exists in Rel-9, provided that a solution which is technically feasible and results in a sufficiently low level of service interruptions can be found.

3. Dates of Next GERAN Meetings:

TSG GERAN #40
Miami, USA
17-21 November 2008
TSG GERAN #41
Malta
16-20 February 2009
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