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A work item was approved at SA#35 (SP-070239) to describe the service experience and suggested service requirements for IMS Centralized Services in a Technical Report to be developed within SA1. Document number 22.892 was allocated for this study.
A skeleton document that provides a draft framework outlining sections for the TR was provided in S1-070373.
This contribution proposes initial text for the Background Information Section (Section 4) of TR 22.892.

4
Background Information

It has been recognized that the direction of the industry is towards IMS, and a need exists for the consistent provision of services across a diversity of access networks. Additionally, the ability to deploy all services from a single consolidated core network is attractive to service providers. Therefore to address these considerations, specification of IMS Centralized Services (ICS) is under consideration.  With this approach services and service control are based on IMS mechanisms and enablers.   

IMS Centralized Services is an approach to the provision of communication services wherein services and service control are based on IMS mechanisms and enablers, and support is provided for a diversity of access networks (including circuit switched and IP based, wireless and wireline)..
In this context service consistency means that the subscriber’s service experience is the same regardless of the access network. Service continuity means that the subscriber’s services are maintained seamlessly and transparently when transitioning across access networks while in an active session. ICS enables service consistency and service continuity.  Service continuity availability depends on the capability of the UE.
A high level conceptual overview of ICS is provided in the following figure.
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Figure 1. IMS Centralized Services Concept

Key attractions for enabling IMS Centralized Services include the ability to provide a consistent user experience regardless of the access network, and consistency with the industry trend to shift to IP based services. Additionally, a major attraction for service providers is the possibility for reducing core network complexity, maintenance and operation by offering all services from a single consolidated core network. 

The key issue for ICS is how IMS-based services are enabled over the CS infrastructure.
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