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1. Overall Description:

This is a response to the GSMA IREG liaison statement ref IREG Doc 49_033 titled "LS to SA1 - Steering of Roaming (SoR) requirements for network selection principles".

3GPP SA1 thanks GSMA IREG for their LS concerning steering of roaming requirements. We believe that the requirements you request are covered in section 6.1 of version 2.0.0 of our Technical Report TR22.811. This states the following:

6.1 HPLMN Initiated Network Reselection
No dynamic mechanism exists for the HPLMN to request that a UE selects a different VPLMN whilst roaming. Currently this happens through the use of the background scan when the UE is on a non-preferred network. This mechanism is not considered dynamic since updating the preference lists in the UE and taking the new lists into use is not efficient enough at the moment.
Means should be provided that allow the HPLMN to dynamically direct the UE to select a different VPLMN whenever it is already registered on a VPLMN. National roaming situations must be taken into account in this case.
The timing of when the new network is selected should happen at a point where the user is not inconvenienced. 
The HPLMN request to select a different VPLMN should not over-ridea manual network selection made by the user, or a selection that is done according to user preferences. 

Please note, however, that the specific mechanisms to satisfy these requirements are not, and will not be, contained in the TR.  Such mechanisms would require development of Stage 1, Stage 2 and Stage 3 work across various Working Groups of 3GPP. 
For your information, a 3GPP TSG SA Workshop will be held 24-25th January 2006 in Amsterdam. This workshop will develop specific recommendations covering which Network Selection features and enhancements should be specified within 3GPP.
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