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1. Introduction

SA1 thank CN1 for their interesting liaison regarding the use of SIP URIs with Instant Messaging (im) and Presence (pres) prefixes in IMS.  

We have considered the two questions addressed to SA1 in your LS, namely:

1) Can an IMS subscriber be addressed using a “pres” and “im“ URIs ? 

2) Can an IMS subscriber originate a request with a “pres” or “im” URI?  

Following a discussion on the advantages and disadvantages of such prefixes, and considering the need or otherwise for 3GPP IMS based networks to support interworking with other SIP IP (fixed) networks that use IETF specified prefixes, we concluded that 3GPP networks should be capable of handling such addresses.

Consequently SA1 have raised a CR on TS22.228 (attached in S1-040641) introducing the following 2 new requirements:

'Whilst not required for routing between mobiles within the IMS, it SHOULD be possible for the mobile network to recognise and treat URIs, containing 'IM' or 'Pres' prefixes, received from other networks supporting such prefixes.' 

'Whilst not required for routing between mobiles within the IMS, it SHOULD be possible for the UE to append an 'IM' or 'Pres' prefix to an outgoing URI to enable routing to the correct addressee in external networks supporting such prefixes.'

SA1 hope that this decision will assist CN1 in their work on this matter.
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