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1. Overall Description:

At SA#20 the SA5 Chair reported that the lack of human resources in SA5 SWG-B (Charging) was a cause of concern as it was leading to Editors/Rapporteurs in that group being overloaded and was causing a lack of progress on some TSs. As a result it was proposed by an SA delegate that moving the SA5 Charging work to CN WGs might help improve the situation. SA5 and other WGs (particularly CN WGs) were asked to consider if any such work split is possible and practical.

The current responsibilities for charging specifications are:

-
the high level requirements are defined in SA1;

-
the detailed requirements are defined in SA5 SWG-B

-
the architecture, data definition and protocols are defined in SA5 SWG-B.

This means that SA5 SWG-B has a vertical view of all the stages of the charging specifications.

SA5 have discussed proposals to re-organise the work of developing the charging specifications. Two competing proposals are on the table. SA5 would be interested to receive your reactions to both these proposals (an early response would be helpful):

(A)
would require the groups, to which this liaison statement is addressed, to take on additional work to develop charging specifications which are currently the responsibility of SA5 SWG-B. 

(B)
is to attract more resources for charging work by concentrating the responsibility for all 3GPP charging work into SA5 SWG‑B. This would include, for example, the Charging Service Capability Feature (SCF), which is currently handled by CN5 as part of their work on OSA in TS 29.198-12.

So far, SA5 have agreed that the best way to avoid delaying the completion of the Rel-6 charging specifications is to maintain the current structure until the Rel-6 charging specifications are complete. 
The original resource problems arose from lack of continuity of representation and the withdrawal of key delegates by some companies. Most of these problems have now been resolved.

The discussion on whether either of the proposals outlined above, and possibly others, should be adopted post‑Rel-6 will continue at the next SA5 meeting. 

SA5 have noted that their next meeting overlaps with the meetings of CN1, CN2, CN3 and CN4, and offer a joint discussion with members of those groups on the proposals outlined above.
2. Actions:

To CN1, CN2, CN3, CN4, CN5, SA1 and SA2 groups.

Action 1:
SA5 ask CN1, CN2, CN3, CN4, CN5, SA1 and SA2 to react to the proposals outlined above, and to respond so that SA5 can report back to SA#21 (22-25 September 2003).

Action 2:
SA5 ask CN1, CN2, CN3 and CN4 to indicate whether they will allocate time during their meetings of 25–29 August for a joint discussion between members of CN1, CN2, CN3, CN4 and SA5 on 28 or 29 August, to discuss the proposals outlined above. The arrangements for this joint discussion, which should take not more than half-a-day, can be made between the chairmen of the groups.

3. Date of Next SA5 Meetings:

	Meeting
	Date
	Location
	Host

	SA5#35
	28 Aug-05 Sep 2003
	Sophia Antipolis, FRANCE
	ETSI

	SA5#35bis
	06-11 Oct 2003
	New Orleans, USA
	NA Friends

	SA5#36
	17-21 Nov 2003
	Shanghai, CHINA
	CMCC


4. Charging specifications under the responsibility of SA5 SWG-B:

Release 5

	32.200
	Telecommunication management; Charging management; Charging principles
	GOERMER, Gerald

	32.205
	Telecommunication management; Charging management; Charging data description for the Circuit Switched (CS) domain
	ALEXANDER, Benni

	32.215
	Telecommunication management; Charging management; Charging data description for the Packet Switched (PS) domain
	ALEXANDER, Benni

	32.225
	Telecommunication management; Charging management; Charging data description for the IP Multimedia Subsystem (IMS)
	TEPPO, Patrik

	32.235
	Telecommunication management; Charging management; Charging data description for application services
	GOERMER, Gerald


Release 6
	32.240
	Telecommunication management; Charging management; Charging architecture and principles
	GOERMER, Gerald

	32.250
	Telecommunication management; Charging management; Circuit Switched (CS) domain charging
	NENNER, Karl-Heinz

	32.251
	Telecommunication management; Charging management; Packet Switched (PS) domain charging
	RICHARDS, Christopher

	32.260
	Telecommunication management; Charging management; IP Multimedia Subsystem (IMS) charging
	TEPPO, Patrik

	32.270
	Telecommunication management; Charging management; Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS) charging
	GOERMER, Gerald

	32.271
	Telecommunication management; Charging management; Location Services (LCS) charging
	BIBAS, Alain

	32.297
	Telecommunication management; Charging management; Charging Data Records (CDR) file format and transfer 
	RICHARDS, Christopher 

	32.298
	Telecommunication management; Charging management; Charging Data Record (CDR) parameter description
	NENNER, Karl-Heinz

	32.299
	Telecommunication management; Charging management; Diameter charging application
	ALEXANDER, Benni


