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1 Overview

The OMA Wireless Application Environment (WAE} group has been asked by the OMA Technical Plenary to respond to the above referenced liaison from 3GPP TSG-SA WG1 regarding Speech Enabled Services (SES).

WAE wishes to inform 3GPP of the current status of work in this area.

WAE has been considering Multi-Modal technology for some time but pressing priorities that are now easing has prevented as much progress over the last few months being made as would be liked. A draft is in progress.

WAE has considered a number of requirements for multiple modality in situations including both multi-channel and multi-device where the modalities would be typically the WAP browser, with its associate markup languages and script, and one other, such as speech. The second modality in the case of speech could be achieved using both device and network based speech services, clearly the choice being a cost design point for the device. The latter case seems in line with the known approaches of SES.

Multi-modal support requires some additional work beyond WAP V2.0 and the exact new work depends on the methodologies employed to achieve some of the required synchronisation of modalities. Work nearing conclusion enables this thereby reducing the amount of new specification activity to achieve multi-modal capability.

The liaison states SES is desired for Release 6 which is believed to be June 2003. This being the case and because there are a number of areas where WAE needs to explore the requirements further, WAE is desirous of an early engagement with 3GPP TSG-SA WG1 in conjunction with the OMA Requirements group to see how best to achieve this.

2 Requested action(s)

3GPP TSG-SA WG1 to consider this and to work with both the OMA requirements group and WAE to establish a joint plan that is mutually acceptable.
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