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1 Introduction

This contribution clarifies the scope of UMTS-WLAN interworking  work item.

2 Scope of feasibility Study

The objective of UMTS-WLAN interworking work item according to the TSG SA approved work item description (doc SP010588) is as follows:

“The purpose of the feasibility study is to study a generic interworking functionality between UMTS and WLAN systems (e.g. IEEE 802.11 family, HIPERLAN/2, …). In specific it aims at: 

· Study the service requirements for interworking.
· Study the different possible architectures for interworking.”
From the objective it is clear that the scope is studying possibilities for interworking between two existing systems; UMTS System (or according to proper terminology 3GPP system) and WLAN system.  Expanding 3GPP scope to WLAN systems being independent from 3GPP system is not assumed. 

Scope of 3GPP - WLAN Interworking

In the context of 3GPP interworking WLAN system can be considered an access system. WLAN system provides access to services located in WLAN networks or networks behind the WLAN network. 

In 3GPP – WLAN interworking, 3GPP system can be seen either as one network that resides behind WLAN access system or as a parallel access system to the WLAN access system.  

In case of 3GPP system locating behind WLAN access system the interworking between 3GPP system and WLAN system may include 

· enabling usage of 3GPP system functionalities between mobile terminal and 3GPP system via the WLAN access (e.g. providing SIP calls)

· utilising 3GPP system functionalities to complement the functionalities available at WLAN access  system ( e.g. providing charging means)

In a case when WLAN access system is seen as a parallel access system to 3GPP system, the interworking between 3GPP system and WLAN system may include

· creation of mechanims for selecting and switching  between the WLAN and 3GPP systems 

Enabling any of these interworking cases may result into modifications or additions in 3GPP systems, in WLAN systems or both.

It is out of scope for 3GPP to develop new system functionalities for WLAN systems that are not interworking with any 3GPP system functionality.

3      Proposal


It is also proposed to add the italic text from chapter 2 of this contribution to the chapter 1 – Scope- of the technical report.

