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Introduction

In the past there has been – repeatedly – a lot of discussion on “Subscription”. This contribution tries to provide clarification on that subject. It also introduces the notion of “Provision” of services, which originally came from Supplementary Services. It is proposed to include the text below into 22.101.

The basic idea is, that a user has a “Subscription” with a network operator or value added service provider and is “provided” with access to certain domains and services.

Discussion

The following text has been collected from 22.101 and from 22.004. Changes in the original text are marked with revisionmarks, new text is coloured blue. 

In 21.905 (Vocabulary) the term “Service Provider” is not defined. A definition is therefore proposed.

The term “Subscriber” is defined in 21.905 as follows:

“Subscriber: The responsibility for payment of charges incurred by one or more users may be undertaken by another entity designated as a subscriber. This division between use of and payment for services has no impact on standardisation.”

In the context of 22.101 this seems not to be sufficient, a new definition is proposed.

===== Text to be included in 22.101  ======

Service Provider
A Service Provider is either a network operator or a value added service provider.

Subscriber

A Subscriber is an entity (e.g. a user) that is engaged in a Subscription with a service provider.

Subscription

A subscription describes the commercial relationship between the subscriber and the service provider.

A Subscription to a network operator may provide the user with access to one or more domains. A Subscription shall identify the set of services, within particular domains, to which the user has access. Each subscription may specify a different set of services. These services may be provided by the CS CN Domain and/or a PS CN Domain and/or an IM CN subsystem. Subscriptions relate to services such as Basic Services (e.g. Teleservices, Bearer services), GPRS services and IM-Services (IP-based multimedia services), which are typically provided by network operators, and to value added services which are provided by network operators and/or value added service providers. 

The subscription identifies:

· the services and related services information that are made available to the subscriber by the service provider ;

In addition a subscription to a network operator may identify:

· The domains to which the user has been granted access by the network operator. In particular, the GPRS service profile and information on the allowed QoS parameter ranges shall be contained in the subscription.
· the identity of the subscriber within these domains;
Note: The identity of a subscriber in the CS CN domain and PS CN domain (e.g. her IMSI) may potentially be different to her identity in the IM CN subsystem
(taken from  22.101)
Concepts associated with services


Provision
An action to make a service available to a subscriber. The provision may be:

· general:
where the service is made available to all subscribers (subject to compatibility restrictions enforced) without prior arrangements being made with the service provider;

· pre‑arranged: 
where the service is made available to an individual subscriber only after the necessary arrangements have been made with the service provider.

Withdrawal
An action taken by the service provider to remove an available service from a subscriber's access. The withdrawal may be:

· general:
where the service is removed from all subscribers provided with the service;

· specific:
where the service is removed on an individual basis from subscribers provided with the service.


























(taken from  22.004)
�PAGE \# "'Seite: '#'�'"  �� Moved to bullet points below





