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3
Definitions and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

Recipient : the recipient is the entity to which  a MM has been sent.

Sender: the sender is the  entity that sent a MM.
User: the user is the MM sender or the MM recipient.

message element: a message element is a part of a MM consisting of only one media type.

multimedia message: a multimedia message is a message composed of one or more message elements.

multimedia message service: A  multimedia message service allows transfer of multimedia messages between users without the requirement for the multimedia messages to be transferred in real-time.

media types: a media type refers to one form of presenting information to a user, e.g. voice or fax.media formats: within one media type different media formats are applicable for the media presentation, e.g. a picture can be GIF or JPEG format.

network: for the purposes of supporting multimedia messaging, the term network shall be considered to include the mobile operator's network and any functionality which may exist outside the mobile operator's network (i.e.fixed, internet and multimedia technologies etc.), and the support provided by that functionality for multimedia messaging.

service capabilities features: see Reference [2].

Instant Messaging – A messaging application enabling  a Sender to see the on-line Availability of members of his Contact List , and to send  messages to them. Recipients of Instant Messages will be notified immediately of the messages received, and, where applicable, receive those messages instantaneously.

Reachability -  The situation when a MMS user is connected to a wireless operator and he can send and receive messages

Availability  (on-line presence)  - The situation when a MMS user has indicated (intentionally or by default) that he can be reached via an Instant Messaging application.  The user will be seen as available to other users who include him in their contact lists.

Presence – Availability of users , filtered by criteria defined by the user e.g.– location based  criteria to be shown only to certain other users, availability not shown to other users (Invisible list) etc.

Contact List – A list of Instant Messaging subscribers (from the same Instant Messaging/MMS service providers or from other wireless/fixed Instant Messaging service which an Instant Messaging user composes. ) The presence  of members of the contact list will be shown to the user.
3.2
Abbreviations

For the purposes of this document the following abbreviations apply:

MM
Multimedia Message

MMS
Multimedia Message Service

SMS
Short Message Service

4
High level Requirements

The following list gives the high level requirements of the MMS. These are requirements which are independent of the user’s perception of the service:-

· Forward compatible multimedia messaging

Multimedia messaging mechanisms shall provide the capability to support current and evolving multimedia messaging by re-using existing standards as far as possible and proposing extensions (as necessary) to existing standards  (i.e. the multimedia messaging service shall support the evolution of multimedia messaging technologies).  

· Consistent messaging

Regardless of the message type / format, MMS shall be capable of supporting integration of all types of messaging (e.g. fax, SMS, Multimedia , voicemail, e-mail etc.) in a consistent manner.

· Interoperability
The MMS shall support a minimum set of functionality and message formats to ensure interoperability. (e.g. deletion of MM, identified standardised message notification, message media types and message content formats) 

The MMS shall provide a minimum set of supported formats to ensure full interoperability between different terminals and networks from the very beginning of service provisioning (e.g. JPEG for pictures, MP3 for audio, MPEG for motion pictures, etc.).

· Instant Messaging

The MMS shall support Instant Messaging capabilities

· creation of  “contact lists” 
·  notification of presence of members of “contact list” 

· security mechanisms for the protection of users’ privacy. (i.e. – approval of inclusion in contact lists , hiding or showing presence information)

The MMS shall provide for Interoperability with fixed Internet Instant messaging systems, based on accepted Internet standards
The MMS shall be able to manage “communities” of users with similar profiles or interests  
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