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Terminals Working Group 


TSG-SA WG 1 (Services) meeting #9
TSG S1 (00) 517

Taastrup, Denmark 17th to 21st July 2000
Agenda Item: 

SUBJECT:  Hexadecimal format for IMEI 
To:  Mr Alan Cox Chairman 3GPP S1

Ref: Nokia’s proposals to 3GPP for the IMEI format change to hexadecimal.

Dear Mr Cox,

TWG has reviewed the recent proposal from Nokia, which required that the IMEI numbering would be changed to a “Hexadecimal format” for future use on 3G terminals. The reason given was that the current IMEI numbering system restricted the IMEI numbering range to 1 million phones for a specific TAC & FAC. This particular argument, however, is flawed and there is strong evidence that currently manufacturers do not take advantage of the full range of FAC (final assembly codes) that are available to every manufacturer which would extend the range considerably. The TAC (formerly Type Approval Code) now described as the Type Allocation Code could be also used to increase still further the numbering ranges of IMEI’s to provide much greater manufacturing numbers using the current format.

The impact that this proposal would have on the current 2G infrastructure, interoperability with 2G, billing systems and even bar code reading is considerable. TWG has discussed this issue at length and concludes that this proposal if adopted would create more problems than it supposedly solves and it is totally unnecessary.

At a recent meeting of the “First Dialogue for the R&TTE sector” in Brussels the manufacturers raised the issue of Allocation procedures for the IMEI and proposed several suggested ways forward to address their concerns. At my instigation an adhoc meeting is to be convened in September to coincide with the GCF agreement group meeting and also the TWG meeting in Israel. At this meeting with both sides of the Industry present, it is hoped that the whole issue of IMEI allocation and numbering ranges will be discussed and will result in a sensible solution that all sectors of the Industry can agree with.

May I therefore respectfully suggest that the Nokia proposed CR for the introduction of Hexadecimal IMEI is deferred until this adhoc group meets and produces a considered opinion on this issue.

Yours sincerely

David B.Nelson

David B.Nelson

GSM TWG Chairman

Any problems receiving this fax please call the GSM MoU Association HQ and quote Reference IMEILetLs.doc
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