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Abstract

TSG SA#79 discussed how new work is initiated in 3GPP in the area of new services, features and functions, to prepare for new potential opportunities for 3GPP that have both SA and RAN impacts. It is proposed to welcome interested member companies to initiate studies or include objectives in other studies now, to prepare for Rel-17 joint planning at the end of 2019.
1          Discussion
It would be advantageous ensure that the features of a release can be planned taking both SA and RAN perspectives into account.

It is observed that RAN determines priorities for the coming release at roughly the time of stage 3 freeze for the current release.

It is therefore proposed to study any RAN-SA dependencies of new proposed work early in the release, i.e. at the latest before the stage 3 freeze of the previous release. 

In order to be ready for release planning for the following release, SA needs to be able to answer the following questions:

1)      To determine whether TSG SA agrees that work (i.e. a study item or work item) should be pursued.
2)      If so, what objectives should be pursued?
3)      In which working group(s) should the work proceed?
Normally, investigation starts as a study item in one or more SA working groups (as a study item). This occurs in SA1 with a goal to conclude stage 1 roughly at the same time as or even after the ASN.1 freeze of the previous release. This in effect is too late.
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In order to provide input in a timely way to the joint RAN and SA determination of work item and study item prioritization, the outcome of feasibility studies in SA WGs (or possibly SA-level) would have to be concluded at the latest before the stage 3 freeze of a release. With the conclusion available the quarter before the determination of the following release's focus, companies will have an opportunity to formulate WIDs and other proposals jointly. Working backwards, this means that the latest time to start such a feasibility study would be the quarter before stage 2 freeze of the current release. This would allow two quarters to complete the feasibility study in SA.
2          Proposal

It is proposed that SA WGs accept study item objectives that consider the subsequent release in advance. Concretely, it is proposed that SA invite WGs to study the feasibility of new services, features or functions that are proposed to have system-wide impact and potentially may influence the decision of focus in RAN and SA for the following release. This could be achieved e.g. by creating feasibility studies for this purpose or by adding ‘next release’ CONCLUSIONS to existing study items. 
