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1st of CHANGES

5.8.2.5
Control of User Plane Forwarding

The SMF controls user-plane packet forwarding for traffic detected by a PDR by providing a FAR with instructions to the UPF, including:

-
Forwarding operation information;

-
Forwarding target information.

The details of the forwarding target and operation will depend on the scenario and is described below. The following forwarding functionality is required by the UPF:

-
Apply N3 /N9 tunnel related handling, i.e. encapsulation.

-
Forward the traffic to/from the SMF, e.g. as described in Table 5.8.2.5-1
-
Forward the SM PDU DN Request Container from SMF to DN-AAA server

-
Forward the traffic according to locally configured policy for traffic steering.

Data forwarding between the SMF and UPF is transmitted on the user plane tunnel established on N4 interface, defined in TS 29.244 [x].
Scenarios for data forwarding between the SMF and UPF are defined as below:
Table 5.8.2.5-1: Scenarios for data forwarding between the SMF and UPF
	
	Scenario description
	Data forwarding direction

	1
	Forwarding of user-plane packets between the UE and the SMF e.g. DHCP signalling. 
	UPF to SMF
SMF to UPF

	2
	Forwarding of packets between the SMF and the external DN e.g. with  DN-AAA server
	UPF to SMF
SMF to UPF

	3
	Forwarding of packets subject to buffering in the SMF.
	UPF to SMF
SMF to UPF

	4
	Forwarding of End Marker Packets constructed by the SMF to a downstream node.
	SMF to UPF
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