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Abstract

At TSG RAN#78, it was determined (as documented in RP-172795) that TSG RAN will approve a new set of SIs and WIs at TSG RAN#80. These will be a consolidated set of proposals of objectives and scope to correspond with market needs. A corresponding discussion needs to happen in TSG SA for features with system-wide scope. This document describes how this discussion may proceed.
1          Discussion
Some TSG SA working groups have begun to consider Rel-16 features – principally in SA1, SA2 and SA6. Rel-16 stage 1 freeze is Dec 2018, stage 2 freeze is Jun 2019. At present studies in SA1 and SA2 continue and will likely not conclude by Jun 2018, TSG #80 when RAN will determine the focus for Rel-16 and approve corresponding work and study items.
In order to assure that system-wide aspects are considered both in RAN and SA, related to the RAN decisions, there will be an agenda item in TSG SA#80 devoted to System-scope feature focus for Rel-16. System-wide features have both RAN-led and SA-led aspects. The proposed agenda item will not consider all features intended for release in Rel-16 – the focus will be on feature with a RAN and SA component. If any prioritization is required to manage completion of Rel-16 objectives, this can be proposed and discussed at TSG SA#80 or at a future SA plenary meeting. 
The purpose is to rather identify and focus on features that have both a RAN and SA component from a SA perspective. 
-      What SA features are needed to complete RAN features (from a system perspective)
-      What RAN features are needed to complete SA features (from a system perspective)
-      For these features – what program management aspects must be considered (completion milestones, dates, objectives)
-     What is the rationale for this work and how does it relate to other activities and objectives that are already agreed (both in RAN and SA)
Companies are strongly encouraged to work with others to bring contributions that express shared positions.
At SA#80, the input will be reviewed on Wednesday. If there are divergent views presented, SA will discuss, debate and identify objectives and considerations that can be agreed. If proposed and agreed, SA may identify aspects of Rel-16 work to prioritize.
If there is a need, a joint session will be scheduled with RAN to provide input and draw conclusions from the RAN activity to approve new WIDs.
A similar discussion occurred at TSG SA#73 and culminated in an SA and RAN agreed plan for delivery of Rel-15 stand-alone and non-stand-alone architectures and scenarios. (Please see SP-160465.) 
It is possible that new or modified WIDs will be identified as needed as a result of decisions taken in SA#80.
2          Proposal
It is proposed to discuss the approach given above, and consider revising it.
If it is considered constructive, moderated off-line discussions and other structured activity may be organized at TSG SA#79 to prepare for effective output at TSG SA#80 system-level feature planning.
