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Abstract of the contribution: Review and re-endorse SA Plenary support for SA3-LI MCC support.
1. Overview
In March 2016 at SA#71, SA plenary received a request from SA3 to provide MCC support for SA3-LI in SP-160014. At the subsequent PCG meeting in April 2016, MCC support was agreed until April 2017, at which time it would again be subject to PCG review. While MCC support was granted, PCG had expressed a desire that SA3-LI investigate whether one of the LEA delegates would volunteer to undertake the secretary role instead of MCC. This document provides an update to SA plenary prior to PCG review in April 2017.  

2. Discussion

While SA3-LI is technically an SA3 sub-group, given the specialist regulatory nature of SA3-LI work and regulatory importance of the work area, SA3-LI meets and operates largely independently of SA3, the exception being CR approvals (for 3GPP procedural reasons). Unlike other sub-working groups which usually have a limited period of existence, SA3-LI is a permanent sub working group within the 3GPP structure having existed from SA#1. SA3-LI, had previously considered transitioning to a full working group during 2016. However, based on the current working arrangements this has been deemed unnecessary.
Prior to March 2016, SA3-LI operated with a law enforcement provided secretary, who retired in Jan 2016 (plus some limited ad-hoc support from SA3 MCC resources). The subsequent pool of LEA delegates has not been able to take over this role (ignoring whether this is actually appropriate).
Since SA3-LI#62, MCC have been providing support to SA3-LI through Carmine Rizzo (Lino). SA3-LI consider his work within the group to have been excellent and a credit to the highly valuable service that MCC provide to 3GPP. This has coincided with SA3-LI starting to work on 5G and other 3GPP R14 / R15 priorities. Over the last 9 months CR quality has improved significantly, attendance is now running at +25 and the relative LI release delay has reduced by 3 months. The meeting report generation delay has reduced significantly and notably the level of comments has reduced. Both as Chairman’s and a company view point, the group is now running much more efficiently from a process compliance perspective and this has arguably avoided increasing the meeting duration to 4 days from 3.5 days currently. In addition, as Lino currently provides support to both SA3-LI and TC LI this provides a further benefit to both groups. 
From SA3-LI#65 in July, SA3-LI will continue to either require MCC support to maintain the group in its current state, or consider adopting a more limited operating model (single WID, reduced minutes and more 3GU process adherence) and limit the flow of work though the group. Any reduction would obviously have an impact on 3GPP features across 3GPP. For 2017/2018, SA3-LI is expecting to increase the number of meetings to 7 per year (4 main + 3 Bis) to maintain work tracking with respect to SA2 and SA3. While SA3-LI does not expect direct MCC support for the extra BIS meetings, a lack of SA3-LI direct MCC support in general would further make ad-hoc reliance on the pervious SA3 MCC indirect support, even less workable. 
As SA plenary delegates will be aware, lawful interception and data retention carry a high political sensitivity as noted during the on-going S8HR discussions and externally in recent regulatory / court rulings. Given this sensitivity, it also makes sense for MCC / ETSI to continue to have a strong involvement in SA3-LI to ensure that regulatory issues which may have impact across 3GPP are given the appropriate visibility and importance internally to MCC and ETSI. Furthermore, since the secretary role is supposed to be politically neutral, for transparency reasons it is appropriate for this to remain under MCC control, and not undertaken by an LEA or regulator.   

3. Conclusion and Decision
On behalf of SA3-LI, SA plenary is asked to re-endorse MCC support for SA3-LI and make a recommendation to PCG on continuation of such support on a permanent basis. 
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