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5.2.1A
General numbering issues

Every attempt shall be made to use continuous numbering as described in the remainder of 5.2. However, if continuous numbering cannot be maintained, a new element may be inserted in existing text using an appropriate alphanumeric designation that does not disturb the existing numbering scheme. This applies to all elements (e.g. clause, subclause, annex, figure, table, note, list).

EXAMPLE 1:
It is necessary to update a 3GPP TS. A new clause needs to be inserted between the existing clauses 8 and 9. A new clause 8A may be inserted in preference to re-numbering the existing clauses.

EXAMPLE 2:
A new figure needs to be inserted between existing figures 4 and 5. A new figure 4A may be inserted to avoid re-numbering of all subsequent figures.

Similarly, an existing element may be deleted and replaced with the term "Void." to minimize disruption to the numbering scheme. However, the title of the deleted element may be retained. See clause 5.2.1B for further details.
EXAMPLE 3:
During the updating of a 3GPP TS, it is decided that annex C is no longer required. The title of annex C remains while the content simply becomes "Void.". Later annexes may therefore remain unchanged.

EXAMPLE 4:
It is decided to delete a note 3, so the text of note 3 becomes "Void." and there is no need to re‑number note 4.

Once a TS or TR is under change control, changing existing clause, figure, table, annex, etc. numbers is strongly deprecated, since external documents might reference specific clauses (figures, tables, ...) of the TS/TR.

5.2.1B
Removal of redundant numbered elements

As described in clause 5.2.1A, it is occasionally necessary to remove text which has become obsolete or redundant. If an entire clause, or figure, table, or other numbered element having a title is concerned, the preferred method is to eliminate the text of the clause and to replace the title with the word "Void" in round brackets. Alternatively, if it is felt important to leave some trace of what the clause concerned prior to its removal, the author of the Change Request could leave the title of the element unchanged, and delete just the body of the text of the clause (or figure, or table, …), replacing the text with the word "Void" in round brackets.

EXAMPLE 1:
The following clause is to be removed:

11.2
Functional procedures associated with lunch
If a DISSOCIATE message is received containing the indicator "User out to lunch", then the equipment shall start timer T100 and respond with an ACKNOWLEDGE message containing the indicator "Have a nice siesta".


The preferred method, replacing the title of the clause with "Void" and deleting completely the text of the clause, yields:

11.2
(Void)

The alternative is to retain the title, and delete only the body text:
11.2
Functional procedures associated with lunch
(Void)

Whichever method is used, the author of a Change Request provoking such a change shall ensure that any reference to the clause in question from elsewhere in the same TS or TR is eliminated by appropriate inclusion in the same Change Request. Ideally, the author should also check for references to that specific clause in other 3GPP TSs or TRs if he suspects there might be any, and raise appropriate Change Requests to those TSs or TRs to modify or eliminate those references.

5.2.1C
Avoidance of re-use of a voided element for a new purpose

A clause which has been voided using the procedures of clause 5.2.1B above shall not be re-used for a different purpose if at some subsequent moment it is necessary to add another clause in the same logical position as the clause previously voided.

That is, based on the example in clause 5.2.1B, a subsequent Change Request to add a clause entitled "Colour options for the on/off switch" – which patently has no relationship to the original clause 11.2 – shall not re-use clause 11.2, but shall be added as a clause with a completely new number (e.g. 11.3 or 11.2A).
The only circumstances in which re-use of a voided clause number might be appropriate is if the new clause were to have exactly or very nearly the same title as the original clause (in this case, "Functional procedures associate with lunch".
The same considerations apply to other numbered elements such as figures and tables.
