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Abstract

This contribution discusses the discontinuing of approved specifications and specifically those specifications for I-WLAN (Interworking WLAN). 

1. Background

There has been significant discussion in 3GPP about the deprecation of I-WLAN functionality.  CT1 has asked SA whether the specifications 24.234, 24.235 and 24.327 shall be promoted to Rel-13. This issue has been previously discussed at SA#66, SA#67 (where BlackBerry submitted SP-150129 on the subject) and SA#71 (where BlackBerry submitted SP-160187 on the subject).
Based on the discussion at SA#71 there is no consensus to promote I-WLAN specifications to release 13.

Continuing with the current situation where we have different I-WLAN specifications discontinued at different releases creates a lot of confusion regarding where to locate the latest I-WLAN specifications and damages the credibility of 3GPP.
2. I-WLAN Resolution Alternatives

If 3GPP are to discontinue I-WLAN specifications after release 13 (some already exist at release 13) the following approaches have been suggested:
Alternative 1:

1. Agree Release 13 CRs to TS 22.234, TS 23.234, and TS 33.234 that delete the substantive content and contain references to specific latest versions of the I-WLAN specifications).

2. Promote the “stub version” of TS 23.234 in future releases to provide a reference to the latest versions of the I-WLAN specifications, even though these would be in different releases.

Alternative 2: 
1. Promote TS 29.161, TS 29.234 and TS 32.252 to release 12.

2. Agree Release 13 CRs to TS 23.234, TS 23.234, and TS 33.234 that delete the substantive content and contain just a reference to the release 12 version of that specification.

3. Promote the “stub version” of TS 23.234 in future releases to provide a reference to the latest (Release 12) versions of the I-WLAN specifications

3. Process Going Forward
Regardless of the agreed approach for resolving the I-WLAN situation, going forward 3GPP should define a process for deprecation of a feature and discontinuing published specifications that provides for objective criteria, evaluated at plenary level, taking into account at least the following:

A. The needs and views of the entire industry (including those companies that don’t actively participate in 3GPP, who may have implemented those specifications in their products);

· It is proposed to solicit feedback from the SDOs and place an announcement and request for feedback on the 3GPP website for a TSG quarter cycle and that an agreed work item is needed to cover the work
B. Identification at the time that a new work item is proposed that the new feature will obsolete an existing feature(s);

· It is proposed that the work item template be modified to prompt for this consideration.

C. Whether backwards compatibility with terminals supporting the feature is to be ensured (e.g. is part of the objective of any replacement feature);
· It is proposed that the work item template also be modified to prompt for this consideration.

D. Ensure that all references to discontinued specifications are resolved

· This requires a tool that can find all specifications that contain references to the proposed discontinued specification and all the specifications identified to require modified references should be identified in the work item proposal.
4. Proposal

It is proposed that in the future discontinuation of a feature requires approval in a work item description that addresses the issues above..
It is further proposed that MCC should set up a mechanism to solicit feedback from the SDOs to request public feedback (e.g. on the 3GPP website for a TSG quarter cycle) before feature are discontinued.
