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1. Overall Description:

Since R99, SA3-LI has been supported by an LEA delegates who have fulfilled the role of meeting secretary and otherwise supported the running of the group in much the same way as MCC supports SA3. This has effectively subsidised the running costs of SA3-LI and allowed the group to operate with minimal load on MCC resources.  

As of SA3-LI#60, the current meeting secretary has retired. SA3-LI is unable to directly replace the retiring delegate. In addition, the introduction of 3GU has made it increasingly difficult to operate SA3-LI while adhering to 3GPP document processes. SA3 MCC obviously provides some support outside of the meeting but this on an ad-hoc basis where that support is not being fully consumed by SA3. Furthermore the lack of MCC support in meetings leads to considerable overhead in handling of documents as lack of local server provision in meetings requires SA3-LI to rely on the more limited flexibility of the main 3GPP internet site and is subject to hotel internet connectivity.
While SA3-LI is technically a sub-working group, it operates largely independently of SA3 with the exception of document approval, and meets separately to SA3. SA3-LI provides LI solutions where necessary across all 3GPP services / capabilities. Unlike other sub-working groups which usually have a limited period of existence, SA3-LI is a permanent sub working group within the 3GPP structure. 

From SA3-LI#61, SA3-LI will either require MCC support to maintain the group and overcome 3GU issues, or consider adopting a more limited operating model (single WID, reduced minutes and 3GU process adherence) and limit the flow of work though the group. Any reduction would obviously have an impact on 3GPP features across 3GPP.

Given the legal and regulatory nature of lawful interception, it also makes sense for MCC / ETSI to have a stronger involvement in SA3-LI to ensure that regulatory issues which may have impact across 3GPP are given the appropriate visibility and importance. 

In addition, from SA3-LI#62, SA3-LI is increasing to 3.5 days from 3 day due to increased demands on SA3-LI. This increase is on the assumption of resolving the MCC support question.
SA3 therefore consider that SA3-LI should be afforded the same level of MCC operational meeting support as a full working group. 

2. Actions:

To SA group.

ACTION: 
Review the above and ask MCC (via any appropriate partnership processes) to provide necessary direct MCC support to future SA3-LI meetings.
3. Date of Next SA3 Meetings:

SA3#83
9-13 May 2016 
San Jose del Cabo (Mexico)

SA3#84
25-29 July 2016
Chennai (India)


