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In 2014, 3GPP has decided to develop and maintain specifications for some Application Layer standards, with the initial focus on Mission Critical applications. This represents a new area of work for 3GPP, which traditionally has worked at or below the network layer with the focus on network operator needs. 
Given the fact that 3GPP has specialized groups based on areas of expertise and tasked with developing various Stages (e.g. 1, 2 ,3 ) of a specification,  it is desirable to indicate on the forms that accompany the  submitted tdocs when the proposed changes affect the Application Layer ( as opposed to RAN, CN, UE, etc. which are already identified on those forms).
To enable such proposal, the CR form could change from (existing), e.g.:

3GPP TSG-??? Meeting #nn 
DocNumber

Location, Country, Date

	CR-Form-v11.1

	CHANGE REQUEST

	

	
	SpecNumber
	CR
	CRNum
	rev
	-
	Current version:
	x.y.z
	

	

	For HELP on using this form: comprehensive instructions can be found at 
http://www.3gpp.org/Change-Requests.

	


	Proposed change affects:
	UICC apps
	
	ME
	
	Radio Access Network
	
	Core Network
	


	

	Title:

	

	
	

	Source to WG:
	

	Source to TSG:
	

	
	


to (new): 
3GPP TSG-??? Meeting #nn 
DocNumber

Location, Country, Date

	CR-Form-v11.1

	CHANGE REQUEST

	

	
	SpecNumber
	CR
	CRNum
	rev
	-
	Current version:
	x.y.z
	

	

	For HELP on using this form: comprehensive instructions can be found at 
http://www.3gpp.org/Change-Requests.

	


	Proposed change affects:
	UICC Apps
	
	ME
	
	RAN
	
	CN
	
	Applications 
	


	

	Title:

	

	
	

	Source to WG:
	

	Source to TSG:
	


As another example, Section 9 (impacts) of a WID could change, from (existing) e.g.:
9
Impacts

	Affects:
	UICC apps
	ME
	AN
	CN
	Others

	Yes
	
	
	
	
	

	No
	
	
	
	
	

	Don't know
	
	
	
	
	


to (new):
9
Impacts

	Affects:
	UICC apps
	ME
	AN
	CN
	Others
	Applications

	Yes
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Don't know
	
	
	
	
	
	


NOTE: No firm design pattern, abbreviations, acronyms and/or groupings and/or or regroupings of topics is being proposed. These are only examples. The details of the template designs are left to the Secretariat.

To maintain consistency and continuity, it is also recommended that SA clarifies in its directives that, in this context, the newly introduced category of Applications applies to specifications developed and maintained for providers outside traditional network operators’ realm, e.g. Public Safety Agencies.

The new proposed Applications category is necessary for the companies involved in Application-layer development in a similar way that the existing ME (mobile equipment) category is necessary to the developer of subscriber units. Introduction of such category, when used properly, will reassure the membership on impact and amount of work related to submitted CRs and/or WIDs, and may avoid the situation of a CR with no checked boxes. The amount of work/time necessary to implement this change is considered to be relatively low.
Proposal: SA to kindly direct and ask the Secretariat to review and revise, as appropriate, the 3GPP templates, with the goal of adding, where necessary, an identifiable Application category for relevant specs targeted outside traditional network operator’s realm. 

