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Abstract of the contribution:

This paper proposes text for approval as the Terms of Reference for TSG SA WG6. 
Discussion
SA at SA#65 established a new working group to cover application specific work within 3GPP and the terms of reference for the new group need to be established by SA#66.

Having Protocols and protocol aspects in the proposed ToR is contrary to the agreement in Edinburgh that the stage 3 protocol work should be done by the CT groups.

Also Our view is that the scope of SA6 should be broader than just the narrow scope of Critical Communications (which is maybe just a single project or work item for which the stage 2 work might last less than 12 months)  but also cover the possibility for future standardization and maintenance of communications applications that utilize the 3GPP System.  We see SA6 becoming the Communications Applications Architecture Working Group for the 3GPP System.  We want to ensure that the group has a future after the initial Public Safety work is done. We think it is a very bad idea to create a 3GPP group that just has a single project focus with a very limited lifespan. 

Since we don’t have a definition  of what constitutes a Critical Communications Application  relative to a non-critical one? So I would propose we remove the “critical” word from the ToR.

We need to ensure that the group has enough work and a sufficient lifespan with enough experts remaining to do the maintenance work. We think that standardization of other applications of the 3GPP system (including maintenance of some already defined applications) could in the future be done by SA6 reducing the load in SA2.

Any additional work is for the future and there is no intention in release 13 of having SA6 taking on any work beyond public safety. However depending on the Public Safety work load in release 14 and beyond SA6 might take on additional application stage 2 work items outside the pure public safety scope. SA could also agree a statement that for release 13 work items outside the scope of Mission critical communications are not expected to be agreeable. 

Proposal
It is proposed the following text is approved as the Terms of Reference for TSG SA WG6:

Definition, evolution and maintenance of technical specification(s) for application layer functional elements and interfaces supporting communications, including:

Relevant application architectural aspects (including both network and terminal aspects)
Definition of reference points for interactions between application functional elements
Allocation of application functions to particular subsystems and elements

Generating information flows between reference points within scope
Identification of application protocols

Based on clearly identified service and feature requirements and in co-operation with the other 3GPP WGs, identify application related architecture, functional elements, interfaces, reference points, and identification of application protocols required to support communication applications that utilise 3GPP-based systems.
Identify and provide application level functional requirements to other 3GPP WGs, according to their expertise, where additional functionality needs to be specified that impacts existing architecture, reference points, interfaces, protocols or transport bearer capabilities provided by the 3GPP-based system (e.g. IMS, EPS, ProSe).
Design, specify and maintain application level requirements, architecture, interface(s) and information flow(s) to support interworking with other critical communication applications in collaboration with the relevant SDOs.

Work with relevant groups from other SDOs to make use of expertise available to support the development of specifications under the responsibility of SA6.
Initially Mission Critical Communications (e.g. Mission Critical Push To Talk) will be the focus of work.


