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1
Abstract
This contribution proposes the closure of one or more of the earliest 3GPP Releases remaining open. Decisions on each candidate Release are sought from each TSG.
2
Definition of and justification for closure

3GPP TR 21.900 (TSG working procedures) states (§4.8)

A TSG may decide that a specification will no longer be maintained. That is, no further Change Requests should be considered. The specification remains available, but no further Change Requests should be produced, even corrective ones to align with the equivalent specification of a subsequent Release.

From time to time, it is useful to close old Releases to which equipment is no longer being designed or marketed, and to the specifications of which no network is likely still to be operating. Wiping the slate of these obsolete Releases avoids the case that a CR be uselessly rolled all way to the earliest versions of specifications, thus causing work for the author of the CR, the MCC implementor of the CR, and for companies around the world reviewing the CRs emanating from each plenary TSG round.

All GSM-only Releases have been closed for many years. The first UMTS (plus GSM) Release, R99, was closed at SA#40 in June 2008. It should be noted that, to avoid confusion, all specifications of a given Release are closed at once: 3GPP does not close some specs of a Release while leaving others open.
Previous documents ([1], [2], [3]) have addressed the obstacles to closing Releases 4 and 5, and we can report that WG CT6 and TSG CT have taken the necessary action to overcome those obstacles. There is no known administrative issue which should prevent the closer of any of the candidate Releases (see below).

3
Candidate Releases for closure

Each TSG is requested to consider, separately for each case, the closure of
· Release 4

· Release 5

· Release 6

· Release 7

TSGs GERAN, RAN and CT are requested to make their decisions known to TSG SA, and TSG SA is requested to make the final decision on each of the Releases in turn.

A Release will be closed if and only if each of the four TSGs decide that it should be closed. A Release will not be closed if any earlier Release remains open.

5
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Stop press: 
At its Ljubljana meeting, TSG GERAN approved the closure of all four Releases in question.
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