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1.
Introduction 

The main objective of the WBA project on Carrier Wi-Fi is to create a definition on Carrier Wi-Fi and identify the key components that should be in place in order that operators can have a clear path to develop Carrier Wi-Fi services and that manufacturers can have a clear understanding of product requirements.

Carrier Wi-Fi has been mentioned in the industry but with different perspectives, and today there does not exist a unified definition around this term.
WBA considers it essential that a wide industry consensus be achieved for the following topics:

· Carrier Wi-Fi definition

· Carrier Wi-Fi attributes, proposals to customers, implications for product roadmaps, and requirements for operators

· Differences, if any, between Carrier Wi-Fi, Carrier Grade Wi-Fi and Carrier Class Wi-Fi.
WBA setup a project to develop a Whitepaper on Carrier Wi-Fi to address the above topics, and would like to involve WFA, GSMA (TSG and IREG), IEEE 802.11, 3GPP (SA and RAN groups), SCF, Cable Labs, BBF and NGMN on this effort.
WBA intends to collect inputs and share the outputs of the work with all organizations, to which it has sent this liaison statement.
2.
Timelines

WBA started this initiative recently and plans to finalize it by beginning Q4 2013.
3.
Request

WBA kindly requests to 3GPP SA and RAN Groups to share with WBA information on any initiative regarding the definition of Carrier Wi-Fi which it may have in progress, have had in the past, or is planning for the future.

Additionally, WBA would like to invite 3GPP SA and RAN Groups to provide inputs and considerations on the Carrier Wi-Fi work. 
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