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**** First Change *****
9.5.1
SIP Uniform Resource Identifier (URI)

SIP URIs resemble email addresses in format and style. This makes the domain of possible URIs virtually infinite. Further, only the domain part of the URI needs to be an entry in the DNS, reducing the amount of data in the DNS. Only the domain part of the URI needs to be managed by the MNO. It is possible for a large customer to use their own domain, allowing the customer to assign their own addresses. The customer domain may be shared amongst different MIOs, in which case the user part and the domain part together need to be used to find the MNO. Finally, the resemblance between SIP URIs and email addresses makes them usable by humans.

The primary benefit of using SIP URIs is not the URI or their management; it is the use of SIP that provides the most benefit. The 3GPP SIP based IMS standard provides for a number of built in functions, including session management, authentication, push-to-talk, conferencing, instant messaging, and paging. Included in these functions is the necessary infrastructure to support SMS over IP. None of the other alternatives offer these functions.

Because SIP is a standard protocol operating at level 5, applications developed to run at levels 6 and 7 will work on any device and over any network. 

SIP URI can also contain MSISDN (e.g. sip:+<MSISDN>@domain.com;user=phone).
**** End of  Change *****
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