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1 Overview

This liaison is to offer recommendations to SA4 on the work proposed for the 3GPP “Mobile Optimized Really Simple Syndication” (MO_RSS) work item document (WID).

2 Proposal

We have recently become aware of the MO_RSS WID which has been initiated in 3GPP. This WID appears to be driven by similar objectives to that of the OMA Dynamic Content Delivery (DCD) enabler, which was initiated in OMA in 2006 and recently approved by OMA as a Candidate Enabler.

Most of the objectives noted in the MO_RSS WID have already been addressed by OMA in the DCD enabler. These include delivery methods (protocols) and service/content metadata expressed as a single standardized set of XML schema extensions to RSS/ATOM. These methods and metadata together enable mobile-optimized content delivery for syndicated content of any type, addressing such aspects as those mentioned in the MO_RSS WID: resource constraints (device power, memory), bearer/network selection (including point-to-point and broadcast bearers), and local content caching. 

To our understanding, 3GPP’s focus in SA4 relates to content intended to be rendered for presentation by codecs, i.e. end-user or application content. In the case of RSS/ATOM content, which can contain or reference multimedia content (e.g. audio/video/animation), there is clear value of defining the codec requirements as prerequisites in devices/applications that will render/present this multimedia content. In the case of the objectives defined in the MO_RSS WID however, other than the codec requirements, the requirements are not related to the rendering/presentation of the content, but addressing aspects of optimized content delivery (client/server interaction) and handling in the mobile environment.

For those delivery/handling related purposes, DCD employs a content enveloping approach consistent with the concepts of RSS/ATOM-based syndication, allowing relevant metadata to be used by the intended entity (e.g. DCD Client or DCD Server), and delivered to the application as appropriate. This enveloping approach to inclusion of the “mobile” metadata inside the RSS and ATOM feed is covered in section 9.2-3 of the DCD Semantics TS (see link below) and in the DCD XML schema document.

Alternatively, within the innermost DCD content envelope (analogous to the RSS/ATOM “content item”) the end-user/application content can, if XML-based (e.g. RSS/ATOM), include the same OMA-defined schema extensions that are used by DCD clients/servers to optimize content delivery and handling.

The DCD-defined metadata relates to the content service (“channel”) and individual content items, addressing a comprehensive set of aspects related to the mobile service delivery environment. You can see it in “Section 8.2 Channel Metadata” and “Section 8.3 Content Metadata” of OMA-TS-DCD_Semantics-V1_0-20081223-C, available as part of the DCD specifications available at: 

http://www.openmobilealliance.org/Technical/Release_program/dcd_v1-0.aspx 

Note that DCD currently includes support delivery via Push (via OMA Push) and Broadcast (via OMA BCAST and Cell Broadcast) bearers, as well as scheduled/on-demand Pull-based delivery over HTTP.

Here are some specific points to keep in mind in regard to DCD and its relation to existing models for syndicated content delivery, e.g. to RSS/ATOM-based content applications:

· DCD does not require a full “DCD Client” in the phone: DCD can be implemented directly by applications. There are several implementation approaches, including (but not limited to) a discrete DCD Client, DCD as a web runtime service (callable via Javascript API’s), and DCD functions embedded directly into the application.  

· Phones do not need a separate DCD content parser/reader to consume DCD compliant content feeds: DCD-defined metadata can be included directly in RSS/ATOM content, and thus the overall feed documents are compatible with existing RSS/ATOM readers, at least those that properly ignore any schema elements they do not understand. 

· Phones and RSS/ATOM-based applications do not need to implement all DCD metadata extensions.

Given these already addressed aspects, to avoid market fragmentation, we recommend that 3GPP should not define metadata extensions that overlap with the purpose of the OMA-defined metadata. Further, if 3GPP finds need for additional capabilities related to mobile optimized content delivery, 3GPP should work with OMA to initiate further work on DCD and other OMA enablers (e.g. OMA Push, for which adaptation to MBMS is underway). In general, OMA specifications should be referenced by 3GPP for any requirements that relate to client/server interaction for the purpose of syndicated content delivery and handling, other than rendering/presentation.

We would like to also bring to your attention that DCD includes functions for syndicated service discovery, subscription, and personalization, all of which benefit the mobile service delivery use case by simplifying user effort to obtain services that are personally relevant and delivered per personal preferences.

We can also offer additional details as necessary to help clarify the related work in OMA, e.g. the DCD-defined metadata and enabler features.

The specific changes that we recommend to the SA4 work item document are shown in the document “SP-090020 OMA CD edits.doc”, included in this LS package. These changes are based upon the version “SP-090020”.

3 Requested Action(s)

We kindly request your consideration of these recommendations, including:

· Updating the MO_RSS WID as shown in the attached document “SP-090020 OMA CD edits.doc”

· Provide additional input to OMA on any new service enabler requirements that affect client/server interaction, as the domain in which OMA provides standardization

We further request a specific response LS from 3GPP, confirming the changes and additional input related to these recommendations.

Lastly, SA4 should keep OMA informed of the progress and results of the MO_RSS work to ensure the related work items (OMA’s enablers and SA4’s codecs) complement each other rather than duplicate or compete with each other.

4 Conclusion

We thank you for your time to address this liaison, and look forward to collaborating with 3GPP in addressing the objectives of the MO_RSS WID through existing OMA enablers or via enhancements as necessary.
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