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Introduction 

The MultiService Forum (MSF) focuses on developing a physical architecture, based on current technical standards, in order to reflect deployable network solutions; and validate these network solutions during test events.  To this end, the MSF is currently working towards the definition of scenarios and test cases for the Global MSF Interoperability 2008 (GMI2008) test event, hosted every other year in carrier labs around the world.  The 2008 Event is currently scheduled for October 20-31, 2008. The GMI2008 event is aimed toward providing the technical validation of the MSF Release 4 Architecture (MSFR4) and supporting Implementation Agreements (IAs) as the basis for interoperability between vendors within practical network deployments. The MSF Release 4 Architecture and IAs are focused on the following: 

· IMS as a basis of carrier-grade session control; 

· Service Oriented Architecture (SOA) as a mechanism for rapid service creation with access to IMS session control; 

· IPTV and location-based services as representative emerging services; 

· Elaborated QoS control as an essential underpinning for content-intensive services such as IPTV; 

· The ability to monitor services from the user point of view; 

· Practical deployment scenarios that focus on realistic network evolution. 

The GMI2008 event is, in order of preference, open to:- 

· MSF Member Companies, 

· Member Companies of Partnership Organisations,  

· Other Companies. 

Further details of the GMI2008 event can be found at http://www.msforum.org/interoperability/GMI.shtml. 

In specific relation to the IPTV interoperability as part of GMI 2008, the MSF has added network (and functional) elements to support IMS based IPTV services. The MSF has also specified additional IPTV related interfaces that may be of interest to 3GPP, including user to network interfaces (UNI), applications to common-resources interfaces (ACI), applications to session/call-control interfaces (ASI), and common-resources to session/call-control interfaces (CSI).

The members of the MSF IPTV task force are developing Implementation Agreements (IAs) for these interfaces, based on the technical contents of the corresponding ETSI TISPAN specifications. In some cases the specifications are still being developed. However, for information, the MSF would like to provide visibility to 3GPP on the MSF usage of these specifications, in particular the related impacts to IMS. 

From the SA#37 Plenary, it was agreed that the MSF may notify 3GPP of its ongoing activities with regards to GMI2008.  The success of the GMI2008 event is dependent on sufficient participant take up. To facilitate such participant take-up, the MSF requests CT and SA Plenaries to notify its membership of the GMI2008 event via the appropriate link above.

Actions:

· The MSF requests CT and SA Plenaries to notify its membership of the GMI2008 event via the appropriate link http://www.msforum.org/interoperability/GMI.shtml.    

· For information, MSF attaches a list of its current IPTV related IAs together with a contribution that identifies their architectural context. Furthermore, MSF requests 3GPP SA and CT TSG's to advise of any ongoing or planned 3GPP work in the area of IPTV.  

Date of next MSF TC Meetings:

MSF 2008 Q3 Meeting
July 8th – July 10th
Dublin, Ireland

MSF 2008 Q4 Meeting
Dec. 2nd – Dec. 4th
Nassau, Bahamas 

Attachments: None 
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