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The A5/3 Specification set:

3GPP TS 55.216: 
"Specification of the A5/3 encryption algorithms for GSM and EDGE, and the GEA3 encryption algorithm for GPRS; Document 1: A5/3 and GEA3 specification"

3GPP TS 55.217: 
"Specification of the A5/3 encryption algorithms for GSM and EDGE, and the GEA3 encryption algorithm for GPRS; Document 2: Implementors' test data"

3GPP TS 55.218: 
"Specification of the A5/3 encryption algorithms for GSM and EDGE, and the GEA3 encryption algorithm for GPRS; Document 3: Design and conformance test data"

3GPP TR 55.919: 
"Specification of the A5/3 encryption algorithms for GSM and EDGE, and the GEA3 encryption algorithm for GPRS; Document 4: Design and evaluation report"
was approved at Release 6, but it was noted at the time that the algorithm was intended to be Release-independent, and MCC was tasked to prepare CRs to generate instances for R99, Rel-4 and Rel-5 (SA#26).  At the time, the Specifications were not available on the 3GPP web site for download due to French export licensing regulations.  Thus the versions on the server were dummy files pointing to the URL from where the Specs themselves could be obtained.  It was hoped that the regulatory conditions would in due course be eased so that the full Specifications could be made available on the 3GPP server, and in due course be transposed into official publications of the 3GPP SDOs.

To date, no such easing of the regulations has happened, and the situation looks unlikely to change in the foreseeable future.

Consequently, MCC now proposes to make identical dummy files for the above Specs in the earlier Releases thus satisfying the condition that they be referenceable from all 3GPP Release sets.

An alternative and rather more elegant arrangement would be to create real 3GPP Specs which simply point to the latest available version (Rel‑7), which in turn points to the URL from where the actual technical specification may be obtained.  This technique was used for the UEA2 specifications (35.215 family).  TSG SA is asked to choose between these alternative approaches.  That is, either
i) a dummy file containing a readme which gives the URL of where to find the algorithm specification; or

ii) a set of real 3GPP specifications, earlier Releases of which would be pointers to the later Release, and the latest Release of which would be a pointer to the URL of where to find the algorithm specification.

