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Introduction

During the TSG SA WG2 meeting 59 excellent progress was made on the technical specifications describing the architecture for the Evolved Packet System. T-Mobile is confident that many sections of the specifications on SAE are approaching a stable state. Furthermore T‑Mobile believe that the stable parts of the specifications can provide the core functionalities needed for developing product prototypes ahead of the completion of Release 8. The production of equipment for the purpose of testing and to allow also an early launch of the basic SAE/LTE will require that the stage 3 being developed prior the freeze of the stage 2 for Release 8. 

A decision to anticipate the start of the stage 3 activity on parts of the SAE specifications is not meant to affect the natural completion of the Release 8 features of SAE not included in the core set discussed above neither of the other Release 8 feature which are not connected to SAE. 

Conclusions

T‑Mobile would like to propose the following way forward. 

TSG SA WG2 should provide a cover page for presentation of the TS 23.401 and TS 23.402 regardless of the level of completion of these specifications (i.e. Even if the specifications are not intended to be presented for approval). 

TSG SA should then consider items that are identified neither as outstanding issues or contentious issues sufficiently stable to allow the start of the stage 3 work. 

TSG SA should give in the December meeting the following guidance:

· To SA2 to consider functional modifications to these aspects only if strongly justified.

· To TSG CT that TSG SA considers a sizeable part of the SAE specifications sufficiently stable to allow the work on stage 3 to start at the earnest. 

Annex

T‑Mobile has performed an assessment on the functionalities that are likely to need further development beyond TSG SA 38. These functionalities are expected to be developed during the course of Release 8, therefore not part of the “core set” of SAE and a decision on their inclusion in Release 8 will be taken at time of freezing the stage 2. 

In the opinion of T‑Mobile the items not listed below, will be ready to move into the stage 3 deployment after TSG SA 38.  

· MBMS


4.2.3
MBMS architecture


4.4.7
MBMS 


5.8
MBMS

· SON (only referenced in TS 23.401, likely not part of it)

· Specification of additional QoS Labels

· Activation of dedicated bearers upon attach

· Details of PCC interaction upon inter-3GPP RAT change

· Interaction with other services, eg location services, emergency/priority access, possibly terminal configuration, etc.


5.9
Interactions with Other Services

· Simultaneous Access to multiple PDNs


5.10
Multiple-PDN Support

T‑Mobile does not have a strong opinion on the state of 23.402, however, looking at specific aspects, at least the following candidates are identified:

· Host-based mobility & interworking with network based mobility mechanisms

· IETF interfaces S2/S5b/S8b

· Interworking both intra-non-3GPP and with 3GPP accesses

