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1.
Introduction
During the last SA2 SAE Adhoc meeting in Montréal, it was decided to start the specification work on SAE on a single architecture, implementing the solution in a single TS [1].

As no agreement could be found in SA2 on one single architecture, SA2 has decided to submit two potential architectures [2] to SA plenary for them to take a decision.

SA will hold a vote, asking for a decision on support for Architecture B, then on support of Achitecture A.

The industry seems to have divided into two "camps", and this may prevent SA from reaching an agreement during SA#34. If no compromise can be reached, this will delay SAE & LTE specification phase and the time to market.
In case neither architecture reaches the necessary 71% of the votes, we strongly recommend SA to work on an alternative solution allowing both architectures to progress in parallel for the benefit of the whole industry.

2.
Proposal

We believe 3GPP can progress both the GTP-based architecture ("SAE for LTE") and the MIP-based architecture ("SAE for AIPN") in parallel within the Release 8 timeframe, with equivalent attention and fair opportunity.
Therefore, we propose to update the SAES WID [3] to target a single TS for the complete SAE architecture in SA#37 (including the LTE access & the interaction between 3GPP and non-3GPP accesses), by first progressing the two tracks separately until SA#36.


[image: image1.emf] 

LTE  

AIPN  

TS  

TR  

S A#34   S A#35   S A#36  

INFO  

INFO  

S A#37  

APPR OVAL  

SAE=LTE+AIPN  


Figure 1. Timescale for LTE & AIPN tracks
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