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Start of 1st modified section

5.5
Credit management

In case of online charging, it shall be possible for the OCS to apply re-authorisation of credit in case of particular events as described in section 5.7.
In case of online charging, credit can be pooled for multiple (one or more) charging rules applied at the Traffic Plane Function. A pool of credit applying to a single charging rule is equivalent to an individual credit limit for that charging rule. Multiple pools of credit shall be allowed per user.

Rating decisions shall be strictly controlled by the OCS for each service. The OCS shall also control the credit pooling decision for charging rules. The OCS shall either provide a new pool of credit, together with a new credit limit, or a reference to a pool of credit that already exists at the TPF.

The grouping of charging rules into pools in this way shall not restrict the ability of the OCS to do credit authorisation and provide termination action individually for each charging rule of the pool.

Note:
‘credit’ as used here does not imply actual monetary credit, but an abstract measure of resources available to the user. The relationship between this abstract measure, actual money, and actual network resources or data transfer, is controlled by the OCS.

It shall be possible for the OCS to group service data flows charged at different rates or in different units (e.g. time/volume) into the same pool.

Editor’s note:
Any impact of this requirement in relation to operation of the Gy needs to be investigated.

End of 1st modified section

Start of 2nd modified section

5.7
Re-authorisation and Event Triggers

Re-authorisation applies to online charging. For each charging rule, the TPF receives re-authorisation trigger information from the OCS which determines when the TPF should perform a re-authorisation. The re-authorisation trigger detection will cause the TPF to request re-authorisation of the credit in the OCS. It shall be possible for the OCS to apply re-authorisation of credit in case of particular events, e.g. credit authorisation lifetime expiry, idle timeout, charging rule is changed, GPRS events such as SGSN change, QoS changes, RAT type change.
Event triggers apply to both offline and online charging. The event triggers are provided by the CRF to the TPF using Provision Charging Rule procedure. Event triggers are associated with all charging rules for a user and an IP network connection. Event triggers determine when the TPF shall signal to the CRF that a bearer has been modified or a specific event has been detected.

Event triggers include GPRS events such as SGSN change, QoS change, RAT type change, TFT change.

Event triggers apply after initial bearer establishment.

Bearer modifications which do not match an event trigger shall cause no action at the TPF.
End of 2nd modified section
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