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1. Overall Description:

3GPP WG SA2 has received the attached liaison statement from ITU-T SG16, and would like to suggest the following general comments to be used in the response to this liaison statement.

As these comments are of a general nature, rather than of a specific technical nature, 3GPP WG SA2 considered that it was appropriate that these comments were reviewed and forwarded to ITU-T SG16 by the 3GPP plenaries.

SA2#38 have discussed the aspects raised in the LS (and the attached Technical Report within), and came to the following conclusions:

· Packet-based services that are not being standardized within 3GPP are envisioned to use GPRS in a transparent manner. In fact, vast majority of the packet-based services that are being standardized in 3GPP also use GPRS in a transparent manner. In this sense, H.323-based services shall also use GPRS as a transparent packet bearer, and hence will not impact GPRS specifications in any way.

· 3GPP Release-6 is planned to include additional capabilities for GPRS that are thought to be useful for many packet-based services. These capabilities, which may also be useful for H.323-based services, are: IP-flow-based bearer level charging (see 3GPP TS 23.125), Service-based policy control evolution (see 3GPP TS 23.207).

· 3GPP has specified SIP-based multimedia system, also known as IP Multimedia Subsystem (IMS), in order to support multimedia services over a packet bearer. Hence, 3GPP already has a standardized system to cover the services that may also be supported by an H.323-based system. 

2. Actions:

To TSG-SA:

SA2 kindly ask TSG-SA to take the above points into account when generating a consolidated reply to the LS received from ITU-T. 

3. Date of Next SA2 Meetings:




SA2_39
19th – 23rd April 2004
Shenzen, China 

SA2_40
17th – 21st May 2004
Sophia Antipolis, France 

