Technical Specification Group Services and System Aspects
TSGS#23(04)0020
Meeting #23, Phoenix, USA, 15 - 18 March 2004

3GPP TSG-CN1 Meeting #33
Tdoc N1-040471
Atlanta, Georgia, USA   16 – 20 February 2004
Title:
LS on Technical Report on Mobility between H.323 Multimedia Systems and GPRS/IMT2000 Networks
Response to:
COM 16 – LS 15 – E (N1-040349)
Release:
---

Work Item:
---

Source:
CN1

To:
CN, SA

Cc:
---

Contact Person:


Name:
Keith Drage

Tel. Number:
+44 1793 776249

E-mail Address:
drage@lucent.com

Attachments:
COM 16 – LS 15 – E (N1-040349)
1. Overall Description:

3GPP WG CN1 has received the attached liaison statement from ITU-T SG16, and would like to suggest the following general comments to be used in the response to this liaison statement.

As these comments are of a general nature, rather than of a specific technical nature, 3GPP WG CN1 considered that it was appropriate that these comments were reviewed and forwarded to ITU-T SG16 by the 3GPP plenaries, rather than being sent by 3GPP WG CN1 direct to ITU-T SG16.

GPRS provides a generally applicable mechanism of transferring IP packets between two UE, or between an UE and some centralized server. As such it can be generally applicable to the transport of any protocol that can be supported using IP, including H.323 protocols.

Although 3GPP specifies the IM CN subsystem for the support of SIP protocols carried over GPRS, 3GPP does not preclude the transport of SIP over GPRS to other SIP servers not using the IM CN subsystem. In the same manner it does not preclude the transport of H.323 protocols over GPRS to H.323 servers.

However, while the specifications for GPRS support of the transport of IP multimedia to the IM CN subsystem have been extensively checked and validated, transport of SIP to other servers using GPRS has not been likewise treated by 3GPP. Similarly 3GPP do not envisage conducting any such exercise for H.323 protocols. 3GPP would also not envisage making any specific changes to GPRS to cover these applications, although would obviously consider changes to GPRS that were considered to be generally useful enhancements, or flaws in the protocol. Note that GPRS has been specified since Release 97, and any enhancements would only be considered in Release 7 (equipment implementing these enhancements would therefore coexist in the field with six other GPRS supporting releases which did not support such enhancements). 3GPP does consider all proposals that meet its contribution rules.

It should also be noted that 3GPP is the appropriate point for specifying requirements on GPRS equipment. This does not preclude the specification of additional functionality which might be incorporated in GPRS equipment outside of 3GPP, however this additional functionality must not change the GPRS functionality as specified within 3GPP.

2. Actions:

To CN, SA group.

ACTION: 
3GPP WG CN1 asks CN and SA group to consider the above text, and send an appropriate response to ITU-T SG 16.
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