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4.2.1
GUP Server

The GUP Server is a functional entity providing a single point of access to the Generic User Profile data of a particular subscriber. The reference architecture does not specify or limit the physical location of the GUP Server enabling flexibility in the implementations.

The GUP Server includes the following main functionalities:

· Single point of access for reading and managing generic user profile data of a particular subscriber.

· Location of Profile Components.

· Authentication of profile requests.

· Authorization of profile requests.

· Synchronization of Profile Components.

The GUP Server may support two modes of operation:

-
Proxy mode (see figure 4.3). The Application requests user related data located in the GUP Data Repositories from the GUP Server. After taking care of needed actions specified for the GUP Server (and depending on the type of the request) the GUP Server makes requests to the corresponding GUP Data Repositories and receives responses from them. Finally the Application gets a response to the original request from the GUP Server. Depending on the type of the request also possible subsequent responses are delivered through the GUP Server.

-
Redirect mode (see figure 4.4). The Application requests user related data located in the GUP Data Repositories from the GUP Server. After taking care of needed actions specified for the GUP Server (and depending on the type of the request) the GUP Server returns to the Application the information (e.g. address of GUP Data Repository(s)) to allow the Application to request the information from the GUP Data Repositories. The Application then directly requests the information from the GUP Data Repositories.
The Proxy mode is the default mode of operation. Redirect capability and preference for the applied mode may be indicated by the application with the Requestor data parameter when accessing the GUP Server. The GUP Server decides which mode is selected for the different requests. In addition to the Requestor data parameter, the decision is based on the capabilities of the GUP Server and the related Repository Access Functions (RAF) as well as on the service configuration and policy data in the GUP Server related to the particular application. These service configuration and policy data are out of the scope of GUP standardisation. If the Redirect mode is not supported by the GUP Server the response is always sent according to the Proxy mode.
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Figure 4.3: GUP Server acting as a Proxy Server.
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