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6
PLMN basic interfaces and Reference Points
The implementation of the mobile service with international roaming implies the exchange of data between the equipment involved in the service. The same No.7 signalling network should be used to transfer these data and the call-related signalling information.

6.1
Interfaces between Mobile Station and the Fixed Infrastructure

6.1.1
Interface between Mobile Station and Base Station System (Um-interface)

The interface between the MS and the BSS is specified in the 04- and 05-series of GSM Technical Specifications.

6.1.2
Interface between Mobile Station and Radio Netwok System (Uu-interface)

The interface between the MS and the RNS is specified in the 24- and 25-series of UMTS Technical Specifications.

6.2
Interface between the Core Network and the Access Network

6.2.1
Interfaces between the CS CN domain and the Access Network

6.2.1.1
Interface between the MSC and Base Station System (A-interface)

The interface between the MSC and its BSS is specified in the 08-series of GSM Technical Specifications.

The BSS-MSC interface is used to carry information concerning:

-
BSS management;

-
call handling;

-
mobility management.

6.2.1.2
Interface between the MSC and RNS (Iu_CS interface)

The interface between the MSC and its RNS is specified in the 25.41x-series of UMTS Technical Specifications.

The RNS-MSC interface is used to carry information concerning:

-
RNS management;

-
call handling;

-
mobility management.

6.2.2
Interfaces between the PS CN domain and the Access Network

6.2.2.1
Interface between SGSN and BSS (Gb-interface)

The BSS-SGSN interface is used to carry information concerning:

-
packet data transmission;

-
mobility management.

The Gb interface is defined in GSM 08.14, 08.16 and 08.18.

6.2.2.2
Interface between SGSN and RNS (Iu_PS-interface)

The RNS-3G-SGSN interface is used to carry information concerning:

-
packet data transmission;

-
mobility management.

The Iu_PS interface is defined in the 25.41x-series of UMTS Technical Specifications.

6.3
Interfaces internal to the Access Network

6.3.1
Interface between BSC and BTS (Abis-interface)

When the BSS consists of a Base Station Controller (BSC) and one or more Base Transceiver Stations (BTS), this interface is used between the BSC and BTS to support the services offered to the GSM users and subscribers.

The interface also allows control of the radio equipment and radio frequency allocation in the BTS.

The interface is specified in the 08.5x-series of GSM Technical Specifications.

6.3.2
Interface between RNC and Node B (Iubis-interface)

When the RNS consists of a Base Station Controller (RNC) and one or more Base Transceiver Stations (BTS), this interface is used between the RNC and BTS to support the services offered to the GSM users and subscribers.

The interface also allows control of the radio equipment and radio frequency allocation in the BTS.

The interface is specified in the 28.5x-series of GSM Technical Specifications.

6.3.3
Interface between two RNCs (Iur-interface)

This interface is defined in the 25.42x series of recommendations.

6.4
Interfaces internal to the Core Network

6.4.1
Interfaces internal to the CS CN domain

6.4.1.1
Interface between the MSC server and its associated VLR (B-interface)

The VLR is the location and management data base for the mobile subscribers roaming in the area controlled by the associated MSC server(s). Whenever the MSC server needs data related to a given mobile station currently located in its area, it interrogates the VLR. When a mobile station initiates a location updating procedure with an MSC server, the MSC server informs its VLR which stores the relevant information. This procedure occurs whenever an MS roams to another location area. Also, when a subscriber activates a specific supplementary service or modifies some data attached to a service, the MSC server informs (via the VLR) the HLR which stores these modifications and updates the VLR if required.

This interface is internal to the MSC server/VLR; signalling on it is not standardised.

6.4.1.2
Interface between the HLR and the MSC server (C-interface)

The Gateway MSC server must interrogate the HLR of the required subscriber to obtain routing information for a call or a short message directed to that subscriber.

Signalling on this interface uses the Mobile Application Part (MAP), which in turn uses the services of Transaction Capabilities. See TS 29.002.

For CAMEL purposes, this interface is used as described in 23.078. It is used e.g. at terminating calls to exchange routeing information, subscriber status, location information, subscription information, etc.

6.4.1.3
Interface between the HLR and the VLR (D-interface)

This interface is used to exchange the data related to the location of the mobile station and to the management of the subscriber. The main service provided to the mobile subscriber is the capability to set up or to receive calls within the whole service area. To support this, the location registers have to exchange data. The VLR informs the HLR of the location of a mobile station managed by the latter and provides it (either at location updating or at call set-up) with the roaming number of that station. The HLR sends to the VLR all the data needed to support the service to the mobile subscriber. The HLR then instructs the previous VLR to cancel the location registration of this subscriber. Exchanges of data may occur when the mobile subscriber requires a particular service, when he wants to change some data attached to his subscription or when some parameters of the subscription are modified by administrative means.

Signalling on this interface uses the Mobile Application Part (MAP), which in turn uses the services of Transaction Capabilities. See TS 29.002.

For CAMEL purposes, this interface is used to send the CAMEL related subscriber data to the visited PLMN and for provision of MSRN. The interface is also used for the other purposes described in 23.078, e.g. to retrieve subscriber status and location information of the mobile subscriber or to indicate suppression of announcement for a CAMEL service.

6.4.1.4
Interface between MSC servers (E-interface)

When a mobile station moves from one MSC area to another during a call, a handover procedure has to be performed in order to continue the communication. For that purpose the MSC servers have to exchange data to initiate and then to realise the operation.

After the handover operation has been completed, the MSC servers will exchange information to transfer A‑interface signalling as necessary.

When a short message is to be transferred between a Mobile Station and Short Message Service Centre (SC), in either direction, this interface is used to transfer the message between the MSC server serving the Mobile Station and the MSC server which acts as the interface to the SC.

Signalling on this interface uses the Mobile Application Part (MAP), which in turn uses the services of Transaction Capabilities. See TS 29.002.

6.4.1.5
Interface between MSC server and EIR (F-interface)

This interface is used between MSC server and EIR to exchange data, in order that the EIR can verify the status of the IMEI retrieved from the Mobile Station.

Signalling on this interface uses the Mobile Application Part (MAP), which in turn uses the services of Transaction Capabilities. See TS 29.002.

6.4.1.6
Interface between VLRs (G-interface)

When a mobile subscriber moves from a VLR area to another Location Registration procedure will happen. This procedure may include the retrieval of the IMSI and authentication parameters from the old VLR.

Signalling on this interface uses the Mobile Application Part (MAP), which in turn uses the services of Transaction Capabilities. See GSM 09.02.
6.4.1.7
 Reference point (G)MSC server – MGW (Mc Reference Point)
The Mc reference point describes the interfaces between the MGCF and MGW, between the MSC Server and MGW, and between the GMSC Server and MGW.  It has the following properties:
· full compliance with the H.248 standard, baseline work of which is currently carried out in ITU-T Study Group 16, in conjunction with IETF MEGACO WG.

· flexible connection handling which allows support of different call models and different media processing purposes not restricted to H.323 usage.  

· open architecture where extensions/Packages definition work on the interface may be carried out.

· dynamic sharing of MGW physical node resources.  A physical MGW can be partitioned into logically separate virtual MGWs/domains consisting of a set of statically allocated Terminations.  

· dynamic sharing of transmission resources between the domains as the MGW controls bearers and manage resources according to the H.248 protocols.

The functionality across the Mc reference point will need to support mobile specific functions such as SRNS relocation/handover and anchoring.  It is expected that current H.248/IETF Megaco standard mechanisms can be applied to enable this. 
6.4.1.8
Reference Point MSC Server – GMSC Server (Nc Reference Point)
Over the Nc reference point  the Network-Network based call control is performed.  Examples of this are ISUP or an evolvement of ISUP for bearer independent call control (BICC). In the R’00 architecture different options for signalling transport on Nc  shall be possible including IP.
6.4.1.9
Reference Point MGW-MGW (Nb Reference Point)
Over the Nb reference point  the bearer control and transport are performed.  The transport may be RTP/UDP/IP or AAL2 for transport of user data. In the R00 architecture different options for user data  transport and bearer control shall be possible on Nb, for example: AAL2/Q.AAL2, STM/none, RTP/H.245.
6.4.2
Interfaces internal to the PS CN domain

6.4.2.1
Interface between SGSN and HLR (Gr-interface) 

This interface is used to exchange the data related to the location of the mobile station and to the management of the subscriber. The main service provided to the mobile subscriber is the capability to transfer packet data within the whole service area. The SGSN informs the HLR of the location of a mobile station managed by the latter. The HLR sends to the SGSN all the data needed to support the service to the mobile subscriber. Exchanges of data may occur when the mobile subscriber requires a particular service, when he wants to change some data attached to his subscription or when some parameters of the subscription are modified by administrative means.

Signalling on this interface uses the Mobile Application Part (MAP), which in turn uses the services of Transaction Capabilities (TCAP). See TS 29.002.

6.4.2.2
Interface between SGSN and GGSN (Gn- and Gp-interface) 

These interfaces are used to support mobility between the SGSN and GGSN. The Gn interface is used when GGSN and SGSN are located inside one PLMN. The Gp-interface is used if GGSN and SGSN are located in different PLMNs. The Gn/Gp interface also includes a part which allows SGSNs to communicate subscriber and user data, when changing SGSN.

Signalling on this interface uses the User Datagram Protocol,  UDP/IP. The Gn/Gp interface is defined in TS 29.060.

6.4.2.3
Signalling Path between GGSN and HLR (Gc-interface) 

This optional signalling path may be used by the GGSN to retrieve information about the location and supported services for the mobile subscriber, to be able to activate a packet data network address.

There are two alternative ways to implement this signalling path:

-
if an SS7 interface is implemented in the GGSN, signalling between the GGSN and the HLR uses the Mobile Application Part (MAP), which in turn uses the services of Transaction Capabilities (TCAP). See GSM 09.02;

-
if there is no SS7 interface in the GGSN, any GSN in the same PLMN and which has an SS7 interface installed can be used as a GTP to MAP protocol converter, thus forming a signalling path between the GGSN and the HLR.

6.4.2.4
Interface between SGSN and EIR (Gf-interface) 

This interface is used between SGSN and EIR to exchange data, in order that the EIR can verify the status of the IMEI retrieved from the Mobile Station.

Signalling on this interface uses the Mobile Application Part (MAP), which in turn uses the services of Transaction Capabilities (TCAP). See GSM 09.02.

6.4.3
Interfaces used by CS and PS CN domains

6.4.3.1
Interface between MSC/VLR and SGSN (Gs-interface) 

The SGSN may send location information to the MSC/VLR via the optional Gs interface. The SGSN may receive paging requests from the MSC/VLR via the Gs interface. The MSC/VLR may indicate to an SGSN, via the Gs interface, that an MS is engaged in a service handled by the MSC.

Signalling on this interface uses connectionless SCCP (without TCAP). SCCP Global Title (GT) is used for addressing. The Gs-interface is defined in TS 29.016 and 29.018.

6.4.3.2
Interface between HLR and AuC (H-Interface)

When an HLR receives a request for authentication and ciphering data for a Mobile Subscriber and it does not hold the requested data, the HLR requests the data from the AuC. The protocol used to transfer the data over this interface is not standardised.
6.4.3.3 
Reference Point HSS – R-SGW (Mh Reference Point)

This interface supports the exchange of mobility management and subscription data information between HSS and R99 and 2G networks.  This is required to support Release 2000 network users who are roaming in R99 and 2G networks.

6a
PLMN specific interfaces

6a.1
GCR-specific interface

6a.1.1
Interface between the MSC and its associated GCR (I-interface)

The GCR is the management data base for the voice group or broadcast calls in the area controlled by the associated MSC(s). Whenever the MSC needs data related to a requested voice group or broadcast call it interrogates the GCR to obtain the respective voice group or broadcast call attributes. The protocol used to transfer the data over this interface is not standardized.

6a.2
SIWFS-specific interface

6a.2.1
Interface between MSC and SIWFS (K-Interface) 

The K interface is used between MSC and SIWFS and is specified in GSM Technical specification 03.54.

6a.3
LCS-specific interfaces

6a.3.1
Interface between MSC and GMLC (Lg-interface) 

The MSC -GMLC interface is used to exchange data needed by the MSC to perform subscriber authorization and allocate network resources.  The GMLC provides the IMSI and requested Quality of Service information.

Signalling on this interface uses the Mobile Application Part (MAP), which in turn uses the services of Transaction Capabilities (TCAP). See TS 29.002.

6a.3.2
Interface between MSC and SMLC (Ls-interface) 

The MSC -SMLC interface is used to exchange data needed by the SMLC to select a positioning method and compute a location estimate. The MSC provides the MS's location capabilities and requested Quality of Service information.

Signalling on this interface uses the Mobile Application Part (MAP), which in turn uses the services of Transaction Capabilities (TCAP). See TS 29.002.

6a.3.4
Interface between GMLC and HLR (Lh-interface) 

This interface is used by the GMLC to retrieve the VMSC location and IMSI for a particular mobile.

Signalling on this interface uses the Mobile Application Part (MAP), which in turn uses the services of Transaction Capabilities (TCAP). See TS 29.002.

6a.3.3
Interface between SMLC and MSC/VLR (Ls-interface)

In GSM, an NSS based SMLC supports positioning of a target MS via signaling on the Ls interface to the visited MSC.

Signalling on this interface uses BSSAP-LE, which is specified in GSM 09.31.

In UMTS, the Ls interface is not standardized, because the SMLC functionality is included in SRNC.

6a.3.4
Interface between BSC and SMLC (Lb-interface) 

In GSM, a BSS based SMLC supports positioning via signaling on the Lb interface to the BSC serving the target MS.

Signalling on this interface uses BSSAP-LE, which is specified in GSM 09.31.

In UMTS, the Lb interface is not standardized, because the SMLC functionality is included in SRNC.

6a.3.6
Interface between Peer SMLCs (Lp-interface)

In GSM, both NSS and BSS-based SMLCs may support the Lp interface to enable access to information and resources owned by another SMLC.

Signalling on this interface uses BSSAPP-LE, which is defined in GSM 09.31, and SMLCPP, which is specified in GSM 08.31.

In UMTS, the SMLC functionality is included in SRNC and the Iur interface shall include the Lp interface type of functionality.

6a.3.7
Interface between BTS and LMU (Um-interface) 

The Um/Uu interface specific to LCS is defined in 24.071.

6a.4
CAMEL-specific interfaces

The CAMEL-specific interfaces are detailed in 23.078 [10c]. These interfaces are.

6a.4.1
GMSC - gsmSSF interface

This is an internal interface. The interface is described in the specification to make it easier to understand the handling of Detection Points (arming/disarming of DPs, DP processing etc.).

6a.4.2
gsmSSF - gsmSCF interface

This interface is used by the gsmSCF to control a call in a certain gsmSSF and to request the gsmSSF to establish a connection with a gsmSRF. Relationships on this interface are opened as a result of the gsmSSF sending a request for instructions to the gsmSCF.

6a.4.3
MSC - gsmSSF interface

This is an internal interface. The interface is described in the specification to make it easier to understand the handling of DPs (arming/disarming of DPs, DP processing etc.).

6a.4.4
gsmSCF - HLR interface

This interface is used by the gsmSCF to request information from the HLR. As a network operator option the HLR may refuse to provide the information requested by the gsmSCF.

This interface is also used for USSD operations, both for gsmSCF-initiated dialogues and MS-initiated dialogues (relayed via HLR). It is a network operator option whether to support or not USSD operations on this interface.

6a.4.5
gsmSCF - gsmSRF interface

This interface is used by the gsmSCF to instruct the gsmSRF to play tones/announcements to the users.

6a.4.6
MSC - gsmSCF interface

This interface is used by the MSC to send supplementary service invocation notifications to the gsmSCF.

6a.5
CBS-specific interfaces

6a.5.1
Interface between the CBC and RNS (Iu_BC Interface)

The interface between the CBC and the RNS is specified in the 25.41x-series of 3G Technical Specifications.

The CBC-RNS interface is used to carry information concerning:

-
the CBS messages itself; and

-
CBS delivery parameter.

6a.6
Number portability specific interfaces

6a.6.1
IN-based solution

6a.6.1.1
NPDB to MSC interface

Upon receiving an ISUP IAM, the (gateway or visited) MSC send a database query to the NPDB as a result of analysis of the received MSISDN. The MSISDN is included in the query to the NPDB. The NPDB determines whether the MSISDN is ported or not. If not, it responds back to the MSC to continue the normal call setup procedure for MT calls (optionally providing the Routing Number). If it is ported, the NPDB responds back to the MSC with a Routing Number pointing out the Subscription network.

6a.6.2
Signalling Relay-based solution

6a.6.2.1
GMSC to MNP-SRF interface

Upon receiving an ISUP IAM, the gateway MSC sends a routing interrogation to the MNP-SRF, which in turn will perform one of the actions, described in subclause 4a.7, depending on the portability status of the subscriber and the network configuration. For more details see TS 23.066.

6a.6.2.2
MNP-SRF to HLR interface

When the MNP-SRF receives a routing interrogation from the GMSC or an interrogating network entity (non/call related signalling), and it determines that the subscriber is not ported or it has been ported from another network, the MNP-SRF relays the message to the HLR.
6a.7
IP Multimedia CN Subsystem Reference Points
6a.7.1
Reference Point HSS – CSCF (Cx Reference Point)
The Cx reference point supports information transfer between CSCF and HSS. 

The main procedures that require information transfer between CSCF and HSS are

1) Procedures related  to Serving CSCF assignment

2) Procedures related to routing information retrieval from HSS to CSCF

3) Procedures related to UE-HSS infromation tunneling via CSCF

6a.7.2
Reference Point CSCF – UE (Gm Reference Point)
This interface is to allow UE to communicate with the CSCF e.g.

· register with a CSCF, 

· Call origination and termination 

· Supplementary services control.

The Gm reference point supports information transfer between UE and serving CSCF. The main procedures that require information transfer between UE and serving CSCF are

· Procedures related  to Serving CSCF registration,

· Procedures related to User service requests to the serving CSCF,

· Procedures related to the Authentication of the Application/Service,

· Procedures related to the CSCF’s request for Core Network resources in the Visited Network.

6a.7.3
Reference Point MGCF – MGW (Mc Reference Point)
The Mc reference point describes the interfaces between the MGCF and MGW, between the MSC Server and MGW, and between the GMSC Server and MGW.  It has the following properties:

· full compliance with the H.248 standard, baseline work of which is currently carried out in ITU-T Study Group 16, in conjunction with IETF MEGACO WG.

· flexible connection handling which allows support of different call models and different media processing purposes not restricted to H.323 usage.  

· open architecture where extensions/Packages definition work on the interface may be carried out.

· dynamic sharing of MGW physical node resources.  A physical MGW can be partitioned into logically separate virtual MGWs/domains consisting of a set of statically allocated Terminations.  

· dynamic sharing of transmission resources between the domains as the MGW controls bearers and manage resources according to the H.248 protocols.

The functionality across the Mc reference point will need to support mobile specific functions such as SRNS relocation/handover and anchoring.  It is expected that current H.248/IETF Megaco standard mechanisms can be applied to enable this. 

6a.7.4
Reference Point MGCF – CSCF (Mg Reference Point)
The Mg reference point is based on external specifications, e.g. SIP 
6a.7.5
Reference Point CSCF – Multimedia IP networks (Mm Reference Point)

This is an IP interface between CSCF and IP networks. This interface is used, for example,  to receive a call request from another VoIP call control server or terminal.

6a.7.6
Reference Point CSCF -  MRF (Mr Reference Point)
Allows the CSCF to control the resources within the MRF.

6a.7.7
Reference Point CSCF – R-SGW (Ms Reference Point)
This is an interface between the CSCF and R-SGW.

6a.7.8
Reference Point CSCF – CSCF (Mw Reference Point)
The interface allows the Interrogating CSCF to direct mobile terminated calls to the Serving CSCF.

6a.7.9
Reference Points towards SCP 

This includes the interfaces from the SGSN to the SCP, from the  Serving CSCF (and possibly the Interrogating CSCF) to the SCP, from the MSC Server to the SCP, and the GMSC Server to the SCP.

The interface from the CSCF to the SCP is required to allow the support of existing CAMEL based services.

7
Interface to external networks

The interfaces with fixed networks, including dedicated networks, are described in the 09-series of GSM Technical Specifications and in the 29-series of TS Technical Specification.

7.1
Interface between the fixed networks and the MSC

The MSC is based on a normal ISDN exchange. It has, for call control, the same interface as the fixed network exchanges. The signalling interface considered in the GSM Technical Specifications is related to the signalling system No. 7 User Parts TUP and ISUP associated to the circuits used for incoming and outgoing calls.

7.2
Interface between GGSN and external data networks (Gi‑interface) 

This interface connects the PLMN to external public or private packet data networks.
Gi is the Reference Point between GGSN and Multimedia IP Networks
7.3
Interface between GMLC and external LCS Client (Le‑interface) 

This interface connects the PLMN to the external LCS Client.
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e)
for approval/for information: one box only shall be marked with an "X"


Proposed change affects:


f)
At least one box shall be marked with an "X"


Source:


g)
The company name of the author of the CR. If the CR has already been agreed at a Working groups or sub working group, meeting, the subgroup name ( and Tdoc number) should be used instead.


Subject:


h)
One line (only) of concise text that describes the subject of the CR. Details should be put under "reason for change"



good examples:
"Clarification to FETCH command"






"Alignment of operation and parameter names"



recently used



bad examples:
"correction"






"editorial correction"






"correction to TS xxx.yy"






"various improvements"


Work item:



h)
The name of the 3G work item for which the CR is relevant.


Category and release:


i)
Choose one category only


Reason:


j)
This should be 1 to 10 lines of text that describes in further detail the reasons why the change is necessary and how the change is done.


Clauses Affected:


m)
Each subclause that is affected by the change should be listed here. New subclause number can be followed by " (new) ".


Other specs affected:


n)
Other 3G core specifications: to be used if the CR is linked to a CR for another 3G specification.
Other 2G core specifications: to be used if a CR is also needed for a GSM or other 2G specification.



MS test specifications: to be used if a change is needed to the MS test specifications.



BSS test specifications: to be used if a change is needed to the base station test specifications.



O&M specifications: to be used if a change is needed to O&M specifications.



When listing other CRs in part n) use, for example, the form "21.111-CR001" or "12.05-A123"
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File location: http://ftp.3gpp.org/information/3gCRF-??.doc





