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1.
Introduction
At RAN #59 in a TTCN sidebar meeting it was proposed to discontinue the development of the 34.229-3 IMS test model. This resulted in the liaison to GCF and PTCRB in [1].

Spirent and R&S believe that this decision was taken without a clear preparation (no input document or agenda item) and hence experts which did not attend the meeting physically could not provide feedback to their delegates.

2.
IMS Test model 34.229
A significant amount of work has been spent in MCC160 to allow the execution of 34.229 test cases in the two test models for 34.229 and 36.523. 
This allows LTE test equipment manufacturers to execute VoLTE test cases at the same time as it allows other companies to use their investments in the 34.229 platform development.
The 34.229-3 test model brings clear advantages:

· RAT independence which allows to test and certify basic IMS procedures (registration, subscription, authentication) and non media services as SMS over all RATs (LTE, WCDMA, GSM) whitout further TTCN development
· Less complex IMS test model which allows IMS labs and developers to focus on their IMS expertise
3.
Conclusion
In this contribution, the benefit of the 34.229-3 test model was presented and further development in future is proposed. Future maintenance is deemed to be low effort as all the needed work is already done.
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