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1. Overall Description:

In the last RAN plenary meeting TSG RAN 54 document [1] introduced the discussion on the support of SFBC+FSTD on PBCH (4Tx antennas). This feature is mandatory to be used by idle mode UEs when 4 transmit antennas are used by the eNodeB. If the feature is not supported, the UE cannot access the cell when 4 Tx eNodeB are used.
Therefore TSG-RAN has requested RAN4 and RAN5 to identify if there is sufficient test coverage to verify whether the UE can connect to the LTE cell/network when 4 CRS ports are operated by the eNode B in the cell, and report back to TSG-RAN at RAN#55.
A corresponding discussion paper was presented by Ericsson in RAN5 WG indicating 2 proposals listed below.
- Proposal 1: Update the current 4Tx PDSCH test cases in TS36.521-1 making it mandatory for the SS to use 4Tx antennas during the whole test. Initial setup as well as test procedure.

- Proposal 2: Await further information/instructions from RAN4 on possible new or updated requirements.

2. Views and questions expressed during RAN5 discussion:

The general understanding in RAN5 WG is that there is sufficient test coverage in the current 36.521-1 specification to verify that the UE can connect to the LTE cell when 4 CRS ports are operated by the eNodeB in the cell. Further to ensure that this aspect is not missed with different SS implementations a note is proposed to be added for all 4x2 tests of 36.521-1 emphasising mandatory use of 4Tx configuration for the whole test as per Proposal1.
Thus the discussion paper [2] has been endorsed, CR’s will be provided for proposal 1 at the next meeting, RAN5#55.

3. Actions:

None
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