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1
Introduction

During the joint session on LTE between the RF and Signalling on Wednesday 22nd August there was discussion on the structure of the Test Environments Conformance Specifications TS 36.508. The decision was there would be a single document. However some RF delegates have discussed this structure further and think that a single location for the Test Environments is not the best structure.  The rest of this document proposes two alternative structures and how to handle the new structure. 

2
Proposed Structure 
The key to the proposed structure is to split the Test Environments into three distinct & separate parts and they would be:

1) A common/generic part that contains test environments for both RF and Signalling test cases.

2) A part that contains test environments specific to RF test cases. 

3) A part that contains test environments specific to Signalling test cases. 

There seems to be two possible ways of doing this.

A) A single specification with: S section specifically for the  generic/common Test Environments 

                                                 A section specifically for the RF Test Environments

                                                 A section specifically for the Signalling test Environments

B) Three specifications: 36.508-1 specifically for the  common/generic  Test Environments 

                                         36.508-2 specifically for the RF Test Environments

                                         36.508-2 specifically for the Signalling test Environments

In the case of proposal A) the sections could also be Appendix. In the case of proposal B) the specifications would have the same version number.

3
Process
A common test environment default home would be in the section/specification for common/generic test environments section. For a test environment to be located in either RF or Signalling a justification to RAN 5 would have to be made. 

3
Justification 

This new structure makes it easier for RF to reference the common test environments. Currently the existing test environment for 3G (34.108) references test environments in the following four steps:

· Check default environments

· General ( Signalling &/or RF) environments 

· Annex I 

· Test Case Content 

This is a cumbersome process and increases the probability of errors and the work load. Not just in the 3GPP RAN 5 but amongst users of the Conformance Specification. 

The proposal would act as guide for the Signalling SWG to look at test environments in a common way rather than from a Signalling point of view then modify for RF use.  
The plan to create the Conformance Specifications before the Core Specifications are stable will increase the rewrites of the Conformance Specifications. Structuring the Test Environment Conformance Specifications into three distinct parts and streamlining the process will reduce the administrative load for the 3GPP RAN 5 delegates.
3
Next Step
The RF SWG discuses and selects an appropriate structure for 36.508 and submits a RF SWG to the signalling SWG for discussion and agreement.
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