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1
Background
This document discusses the remaining specification changes to finalize aggregation of 20+7+38.
This contribution provides further insight on OOB for R3 blocker and it is essentially based on the findings developed in [9]
2
Discussion

2.1 Out of Band blocking
The following is the OOB situation for B38+B7Rx range. Note that the assumption is a full wide B41 filter:
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For range 3 blocker, depicted in yellow arrow above, feedback has been received from filter vendors on the relative attenuation they can provide at the R3 frequency range (2485MHz downward).
Feedback from vendors:

	
	Relative attenuation
	Comments

	Vendor A
	4dB
	5dB relative attenuation is needed. It is expected that by the time this combination is implemented filter together with transceiver selectivity can provide sufficient blocker rejection. Despite this, OOB R3 could be met with existing products at the expense of current.
Attenuation at 2483MHz is 43dB (Channel 13 Wifi)

	Vendor B
	6.9dBtyp, 3dB_ETC
	Include TC and production tolerance. Not optimized for coexistence with channel 13 Wifi

	Vendor C
	2dB_ETC
	Relative attenuation including over temp and manufacturing. Shifting 10MHz the range 3 blocker would provide sufficient selectivity to pass R3 blocker test

	Vendor D
	TBD
	TBD


From the feedback above one could argue that Range 3 blocker can be met if proper design of transceiver and filtering is made. Also considering that by the time this combination is implemented in terminals, in consequence we propose the following specification changes:

Table 7.6.2.1A-0: out-of-band blocking for inter-band carrier aggregation

	Parameter
	Unit
	Range 1
	Range 2
	Range 3

	Pw
	dBm
	Table 7.6.2.1-1 for all component carriers

	Pinterferer
	dBm
	-44 + RIB,c
	-30 + RIB,c
	-15 + RIB,c

	Finterferer
(CW)
	MHz
	-60 < f – FDL_Low(j) < -15

or

15 < f – FDL_High(j) < 60


	-85 < f – FDL_Low(j) ≤ -60

or

60 ≤ f – FDL_High(j) < 85


	1 ≤ f ≤ FDL_Low(1) – 85

or

FDL_High(j) + 85 ≤ f

≤ FDL_Low(j+1) – 85 with 

j < X

or 

FDL_High(X) + 85 ≤ f

≤ 12750

	NOTE 1:
FDL_Low(j) and FDL_High(j) denote the respective lower and upper frequency limits of the operating band containing carrier j, j = 1,…,X, with carriers numbered in increasing order of carrier frequency and X the number of component carriers in the band combination (X ≤ 4 for the present version of this specification).

NOTE 2:
For FDL_Low(j+1) – FDL_High(j) < 145 MHz and FInterferer in FDL_High(j) < f < FDL_Low(j+1) with j < X, FInterferer can be in both Range 1 and Range 2. Then the lower of the PInterferer applies.

NOTE 3:
For FDL_Low(j) – 15 MHz ≤ f ≤ FDL_High(j) + 15 MHz the appropriate adjacent channel selectivity and in-band blocking requirments in the respective subclauses 7.5.1A and 7.6.1.1A shall be applied for carrier j.

NOTE 4:
RIB,c according to Table 7.3.1-1A applies when serving cell c is measured. 

NOTE 5:
For inter-band CA combinations containing Bands 42 or 43, the interferer with respect to Band 42 or Band 43 shall have power level (PInterferer) for Range 3 modified to -20 + RIB,c dBm for FInterferer > 2800 MHz and FInterferer < 4400 MHz.
NOTE 6:
For inter-band CA combinations containing Band 7 and Band 38 simultaneously, FDL_Low=2570MHz and FDL_High=2690MHz.


An alternative if it was felt that selectivity of both filter and transceiver was not capable is to shift the blockers on the left hand side 10MHz down, i.e. FDL_Low=2560MHz.
Note that blocking for 7+38 (with Pcell in a different band other than 7 and 38) is defined according to the frequency range defined by 2570-2690MHz (B38+B7_Rx). This means that in the scenario with devices operating in B7 single carrier or any other CA combination, except those with B38, the blocking requirements have been relaxed for the B7+B38 device, i.e. this may increase the risk of blocking in UE devices when operating in B7+B38 mode only. The potential performance degradation has not been evaluated. The use of a dedicated filter covering B38+B7Rx only range would provide better selectivity against blocking compared to a full wide B41 filter.
3
Conclusion

In conclusion this paper has shown that Range 3 blocker can be made with existing products. It is also expected that by the time this combination is implemented in terminals, the selectivity of both filter and/or transceiver will be improved. 
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6.38.6
Out-of-Band blocking

Since B41 filter is assumed, Out-of-Band blocking need to be verified when Band 41 is in use. The range of frequencies at which OOB requirements shall be met is depicted in Figure 6.38.6-1.
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Figure 6.38.6-1: Reference sensitivity including MSD
One can see that on the right hand side of the figure, i.e. frequency range from 2690MHz onwards, the in-band, Region 1, Region 2 and Region 3 interferers are equivalent between Band 41 band, and equivalent to Band38+7Rx. So for this side, the use of Band 41 filter is equivalent to use a dedicated filter covering only Band38+7Rx.

For the left hand side of the figure above, one could see that there may be some differences in blockers for Band 38+Band7Rx and Band 41, however the following is noted:

· Range 2 and Range 1 blockers for Band 38 or Band83+7Rx show up in the pass band of the Band 41, and in this case filter cannot provide any filter attenuation. However, Range 2 and Range 1 blockers are 13dB and 29dB lower than Range 1, and according to filter vendor feedback, selectivity of transceiver can provide sufficient attenuation and meet the requirement. Examples of this are when Band 41 filter is used to pass Band 38 requirements, or when no Rx filtering is used to meet Band 38 requirements

· Filter attenuation and transceiver selectivity should be studied to see if Range 3 blocker requirement is met

· So it is concluded that OOB blocking:

· is defined based on 2570-2690MHz range (B38+B7Rx range)

· there is no need to change out of band blocking requirements for R1 and R2
· there is no need to modify R3 from 2690 upwards

· Regarding Range 3 (2570-85=2485MHz): Feedback from filter vendors show that single digit attenuation from Band 41 filter together with transceiver selectivity are sufficient to provide adequate attenuation to Range 3 blocker
In conclusion there is no need to modify Pinterferer, while the Finterferer is defined with FDL_Low=2570MHz and FDL_High=2690MHz.

The spec changes are provided here in Note 6 of the following table

Table 6.38.6-1: out-of-band blocking for inter-band carrier aggregation

	Parameter
	Unit
	Range 1
	Range 2
	Range 3

	Pw
	dBm
	Table 7.6.2.1-1 for all component carriers

	Pinterferer
	dBm
	-44 + RIB,c
	-30 + RIB,c
	-15 + RIB,c

	Finterferer
(CW)
	MHz
	-60 < f – FDL_Low(j) < -15

or

15 < f – FDL_High(j) < 60


	-85 < f – FDL_Low(j) ≤ -60

or

60 ≤ f – FDL_High(j) < 85


	1 ≤ f ≤ FDL_Low(1) – 85

or

FDL_High(j) + 85 ≤ f

≤ FDL_Low(j+1) – 85 with 

j < X

or 

FDL_High(X) + 85 ≤ f

≤ 12750

	NOTE 1:
FDL_Low(j) and FDL_High(j) denote the respective lower and upper frequency limits of the operating band containing carrier j, j = 1,…,X, with carriers numbered in increasing order of carrier frequency and X the number of component carriers in the band combination (X ≤ 4 for the present version of this specification).

NOTE 2:
For FDL_Low(j+1) – FDL_High(j) < 145 MHz and FInterferer in FDL_High(j) < f < FDL_Low(j+1) with j < X, FInterferer can be in both Range 1 and Range 2. Then the lower of the PInterferer applies.

NOTE 3:
For FDL_Low(j) – 15 MHz ≤ f ≤ FDL_High(j) + 15 MHz the appropriate adjacent channel selectivity and in-band blocking requirments in the respective subclauses 7.5.1A and 7.6.1.1A shall be applied for carrier j.

NOTE 4:
RIB,c according to Table 7.3.1-1A applies when serving cell c is measured. 

NOTE 5:
For inter-band CA combinations containing Bands 42 or 43, the interferer with respect to Band 42 or Band 43 shall have power level (PInterferer) for Range 3 modified to -20 + RIB,c dBm for FInterferer > 2800 MHz and FInterferer < 4400 MHz.
NOTE 6:
For inter-band CA combinations containing Band 7 and Band 38 simultaneously, FDL_Low=2570MHz and FDL_High=2690MHz.


Note that blocking for 7+38 (with Pcell in a different band other than 7 and 38) is defined according to the frequency range defined by 2570-2690MHz (B38+B7_Rx). This means that in the scenario with devices operating in B7 single carrier or any other CA combination, except those with B38, the blocking requirements have been relaxed for the B7+B38 device, i.e. this may increase the risk of blocking in UE devices when operating in B7+B38 mode only. The potential performance degradation has not been evaluated. The use of a dedicated filter covering B38+B7Rx only range would provide better selectivity against blocking compared to a full wide B41 filter.
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