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1 Background
The allowed number of exceptions for spurious response is still outstanding for UL inter-band and UL intra-band non-contiguous CA. Spurious responses occur in the presence of a strong (out-of-band) blocking interfering signal with the consequence that the receiver is desensitized or blocked. The interferer frequencies at which this occurs should be minimized in a good UE design. For UL CA the number of spurious responses may increase.
In the out-of-band blocking (OOBB) test, exceptions are allowed when spurious responses occur. The standard blocker levels are -30 dBm and -15 dBm at offsets from the band limits greater than 60 MHz and 85 MHz, respectively. For spurious response frequencies, the UE should meet the OOBB requirement at a reduced blocker level (-44 dBm).
In this contribution we discuss the allowed number of exceptions for spurious response, and adjoining CR is supplied in [1]. It turns out that it is hard to avoid a relaxed requirement without mandating a particular design. 

2 The dual-uplink case
The out-of-band blocking requirements with two active uplinks are specified in the following way, for UL inter-band CA,
For inter-band carrier aggregation with one component carrier per operating band and the uplink active in two E-UTRA bands, the out-of-band blocking requirements specified above shall be met with the transmitter power for the uplink set to 7 dB below PCMAX_L,c  for each serving cell c.
and similarly for intra-band CA. In view of possible spurious responses, the number of TX fundamental frequencies are doubled but the power per TX frequency is reduced by 3 dB compared the non-CA case. 
One reason for spurious responses is intermodulation between the blocker signal and the own TX signal. Responses occur at well-known interference frequencies: e.g. double-duplex, half-duplex and FTX – FRX. These are typically avoided by making sure the front-end has sufficient rejection. Doubling the number of TX fundamental frequencies with UL CA, the the number of potential response frequencies double (neglecting higher orders); the power reduction of 3 dB reduce power of the IMD products but may not be sufficient to avoid a response. This motivates doubling the number of allowed responses for the UL CA case compared to the single-UL case.
Another reason is harmonic mixing of the blocker signal (harmonics of the local oscillator), which is independent of the own TX signal. This suggests that the number of allowed spurious responses should be the same for the single-UL and UL CA. 

Altogether, for interferer frequencies in Range 1 to 3, the above suggests that the number of allowed responses N should be in the range
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Avoiding harmonic mixing and/or intermodulation is a design choice. It is indeed possible to design a UE for which responses only occurs due to harmonic mixing for a particular band, which would justify the lower limit above. However, it may be more challenging to achieve sufficient blocker suppressions in front-ends supporting many operating bands and carrier aggregation configurations. Moreover, maximum number of responses should apply for all carrier aggregation configurations. Therefore it appears difficult to avoid anything other than doubling the number of allowed responses per DL channel: 2∙
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. Nevertheless, the exceptions should be minimised in a good UE design.
For interferers in Range 4 (for intra-band non-contiguous), doubling the number is more justifiable.

3 In the 36.101
The proposed changes in the 36.101 are shown below, same as in [1]:
7.6.2.1A
Minimum requirements for CA

For inter-band carrier aggregation with one component carrier per operating band and the uplink assigned to one E-UTRA band, the out-of-band blocking requirements are defined with the uplink active on the band(s) other than the band whose downlink is being tested. The throughput in the downlink measured shall be ≥ 95% of the maximum throughput of the reference measurement channels as specified in Annexes A.2.2, A.2.3 and A.3.2 (with one sided dynamic OCNG Pattern OP.1 FDD/TDD for the DL-signal as described in Annex A.5.1.1/A.5.2.1) with parameters specified in Tables 7.6.2.1-1 and 7.6.2.1A-0. The UE shall meet these requirements for each component carrier while all downlink carriers are active.

For inter-band carrier aggregation with one component carrier per operating band and the uplink active in two E-UTRA bands, the out-of-band blocking requirements specified above shall be met with the transmitter power for the uplink set to 7 dB below PCMAX_L,c  for each serving cell c.
For E-UTRA CA configurations including an operating band without uplink band (as noted in Table 5.5-1), the requirements for all downlinks shall be met with the uplink active in the band(s) capable of UL operation. For E-UTRA CA configurations listed in Table 7.3.1A-0a under conditions for which reference sensitivity for the operating band being tested is N/A, the out-of-band blocking requirements of subclause 7.6.2.1A do not apply.

Table 7.6.2.1A-0: out-of-band blocking for inter-band carrier aggregation
	Parameter
	Unit
	Range 1
	Range 2
	Range 3

	Pwanted
	dBm
	Table 7.6.2.1-1 for all component carriers

	Pinterferer
	dBm
	-44 + RIB,c
	-30 + RIB,c
	-15 + RIB,c

	Finterferer
(CW)
	MHz
	-60 < f – FDL_Low(j) < -15

or

15 < f – FDL_High(j) < 60


	-85 < f – FDL_Low(j) ≤ -60

or

60 ≤ f – FDL_High(j) < 85


	1 ≤ f ≤ FDL_Low(1) – 85

or

FDL_High(j) + 85 ≤ f

≤ FDL_Low(j+1) – 85

or 

FDL_High(X) + 85 ≤ f

≤ 12750

	NOTE 1:
FDL_Low(j) and FDL_High(j) denote the respective lower and upper frequency limits of the operating band containing carrier j, j = 1,…,X, with carriers numbered in increasing order of carrier frequency and X the number of component carriers in the band combination (X = 2 or X = 3 for the present version of this specification).

NOTE 2:
For FDL_Low(j+1) – FDL_High(j) < 145 MHz and FInterferer in FDL_High(j) < f < FDL_Low(j+1), FInterferer can be in both Range 1 and Range 2. Then the lower of the PInterferer applies.

NOTE 3:
For FDL_Low(j) – 15 MHz ≤ f ≤ FDL_High(j) + 15 MHz the appropriate adjacent channel selectivity and in-band blocking requirments in the respective subclauses 7.5.1A and 7.6.1.1A shall be applied for carrier j.

NOTE 4:
RIB,c according to Table 7.3.1-1A applies when serving cell c is measured.


For Table 7.6.2.1A-0 in frequency ranges 1, 2 and 3, up to 
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 exceptions per downlink are allowed for spurious response frequencies for one active uplink when measured using a step size of 1 MHz. 
For Table 7.6.2.1A-0 in frequency ranges 1, 2 and 3, up to 2∙
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  exceptions per downlink are allowed for spurious response frequencies for two active uplinks when measured using a step size of 1 MHz. For these exceptions the requirements in clause 7.7.1A apply.
For intra-band contiguous carrier aggreagations the downlink SCC(s) shall be configured at nominal channel spacing to the PCC. For FDD, the PCC shall be configured closest to the uplink band. All downlink carriers shall be active throughout the test. The uplink output power shall be set as specified in Table 7.6.2.1A-1 with the uplink configuration set according to Table 7.3.1A-1 for the applicable carrier aggregation configuration. For UE(s) supporting one uplink carrier, the uplink configuration of the PCC shall be in accordance with Table 7.3.1-2. 

The UE shall fulfil the minimum requirement in presence of an interfering signal specified in Tables 7.6.2.1A-1 and Tables 7.6.2.1A-2 being on either side of the aggregated signal. The throughput of each carrier shall be ≥ 95% of the maximum throughput of the reference measurement channels as specified in Annexes A.2.2, A.2.3 and A.3.2 (with one sided dynamic OCNG Pattern OP.1 FDD/TDD for the DL-signal as described in Annex A.5.1.1/A.5.2.1) with parameters specified in Tables 7.6.2.1A-1 and 7.6.2.1A-2. 

For Table 7.6.2.1A-2 in frequency range 1, 2 and 3, up to 
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exceptions are allowed for spurious response frequencies in each assigned frequency channel when measured using a 1MHz step size. For these exceptions the requirements of subclause 7.7 Spurious response are applicable. 

Table 7.6.2.1A-1: Out-of-band blocking parameters

	Rx Parameter
	Units 
	CA Bandwidth Class

	
	
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	Pw in Transmission Bandwidth Configuration, per CC 
	dBm
	REFSENS + CA Bandwidth Class specific value below

	
	
	9
	9
	9
	
	

	NOTE 1:
The transmitter shall be set to 4dB below PCMAX_L,c or PCMAX_L as defined in subclause 6.2.5A.
NOTE 2:
Reference measurement channel is specified in Annex A.3.2 with one sided dynamic OCNG Pattern OP.1 FDD/TDD as described in Annex A.5.1.1/A.5.2.


Table 7.6.2.1A-2: Out of band blocking

	CA configuration
	Parameter
	Units 
	Frequency 

	
	
	
	Range 1
	Range 2
	Range 3

	
	PInterferer
	dBm
	-44
	-30
	-15

	CA_1C, CA_2C, CA_3C, CA_7C , CA_12B, CA_23B, CA_27B, CA_38C, CA_40C, CA_41C, CA_40D, CA_42C
	FInterferer (CW)


	MHz


	FDL_low -15 to

FDL_low -60 
	FDL_low -60 to

FDL_low -85 
	FDL_low -85 to 

1 MHz

	
	
	
	FDL_high +15 to

FDL_high + 60 
	FDL_high +60 to

FDL_high +85 
	FDL_high +85 to

+12750 MHz


For intra-band non-contiguous carrier aggregation with one uplink carrier and two downlink sub-blocks, the out-of-band blocking requirements are defined with the uplink configuration in accordance with table 7.3.1A-3. For this uplink configuration, the UE shall meet the requirements for each sub-block as specified in subclauses 7.6.2.1 and 7.6.2.1A for a single component carrier and intra-band contiguous component carriers per sub-block, respectely. The requirements apply with all downlink carriers active.
For Table 7.6.2.1-2 in frequency range 1, 2 and 3, up to 
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exceptions per assigned E-UTRA channel per sub-block of the E-UTRA CA configuration are allowed for spurious response frequencies for one active uplink when measured using a 1MHz step size. For these exceptions the requirements of subclause 7.7 spurious response are applicable.

For Table 7.6.2.1-2 in frequency range 4, up to 
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exceptions per assigned E-UTRA channel per sub-block of the E-UTRA CA configuration are allowed for spurious response frequencies for one active uplink when measured using a 1MHz step size. For these exceptions the requirements of clause 7.7 spurious response are applicable.

For intra-band non-contiguous carrier aggregation with two uplink carriers and two downlink carriers, the out-of-band blocking requirements are defined with the uplink configuration of the PCC and SCC being in accordance with Table 7.3.1A-4 and powers of both carriers set to PCMAX_L,c – 7 dBm. The UE shall meet the requirements specified in subclause 7.6.2.1 for each component carrier while both downlink carriers are active.
For Table 7.6.2.1-2 in frequency range 1, 2 and 3, up to 2∙
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  exceptions per assigned E-UTRA channel per sub-block of the E-UTRA CA configuration are allowed for spurious response frequencies for two active uplinks in the same operating band when measured using a 1MHz step size. For these exceptions the requirements of subclause 7.7 spurious response are applicable.

For Table 7.6.2.1-2 in frequency range 4, up to 2∙
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 exceptions per assigned E-UTRA channel per sub-block of the E-UTRA CA configuration are allowed for spurious response frequencies for two active uplinks in the same operating band when measured using a 1MHz step size. For these exceptions the requirements of clause 7.7 spurious response are applicable.

For combinations of intra-band contiguous and inter-band carrier aggregation with three downlink carriers and the uplink assigned to one E-UTRA band, the requirement is defined with the uplink active in the band other than that supporting the downlink(s) under test and a configuration in accordance with Table 7.3.1-2. The downlink PCC carrier center frequency shall be configured closer to the uplink operating band than the downlink SCC center frequency when the uplink is active in the band supporting two component carriers. For each downlink the UE shall meet the out-of-band blocking requirements applicable for inter-band carrier aggregation with one component carrier per operating band. The three downlink carriers shall be active throughout the tests.

For combinations of intra-band non-contiguous and inter-band carrier aggregation with three downlink carriers and the uplink assigned to one E-UTRA band, the requirement is defined with the uplink active in the band other than that supporting the downlink(s) under test. The uplink configuration shall be in accordance with Table 7.3.1A-3 when the uplink is active in the band supporting two component carriers and in accordance with Table 7.3.1-2 when the uplink is active in the other band. For the two component carriers within the same band, Pwanted in Table 7.6.2.1A-0 is set using RIBNC = 0 dB for all sub-block gaps (Table 7.3.1A-3). For each downlink the UE shall meet the out-of-band blocking requirements applicable for inter-band carrier aggregation with one component carrier per operating band. The three downlink carriers shall be active throughout the tests.
4 Conclusions
For UL intra-band non-contiguous and UL inter-band CA, it appears difficult to require anything less than twice the number of allowed exceptions for spurious responses compared to the single-UL case without imposing constraints on the design. Nevertheless, the out-of-band blocking requirement with the associated spurious response requirement is now a core requirement also for 2UL CA, and at least provides a design target for the UE. The number of spurious response frequencies should be minimised in a good design. 
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