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1. Introduction

The new extended AWS band authorized in the US and Canada raises a number of technical issues.  In order to take account of the relevant technical deployment scenarios, on August 27, 2014, an email was sent to the RAN4 reflector asking AWS stakeholders to provide input with regard to this new band by September 5, 2014.   
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Band plan allocation and regulatory background
Deployment scenarios
It was agreed in that as part of the band plan evaluation,  


The selected band plan must address various deployment needs of all the stakeholders of AWS bands
In order to fulfil this objective, it is necessary to first identify the various deployment needs of all AWS band stakeholders.  An email was sent to the RAN4 reflector on August 27, 2014 in an attempt to gather input from the various stakeholders.  The responses are summarized in an anonymous manner.

Respondents expressed interest in operating this band in conjunction with other AWS bands, particularly with the possibility of carrier aggregation.  Interest was expressed in scenarios involving intra-band carrier aggregation, both contiguous and non-contiguous between AWS-1, AWS-3 paired, and AWS-4 DL bands, including the ability to span across AWS-1/AWS-3 and AWS-3/AWS-4 boundaries.  Inter-band carrier aggregation was also of interest.  The more immediate need for inter-band CA was identified as the aggregation between Band 2 and AWS-1 and AWS-3 paired.  Future needs include inter-band carrier aggregation with 700 MHz, PCS, and AWS-4 bands.    
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