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Introduction

Earlier this year the Radio Spectrum Committee (RCS) concluded that there is no market demand for UMTS TDD Self Provided Applications (SPA) operating in self coordinating mode for which the frequency band 2010-2020 MHz is currently designated to by ERC/DEC/(99)25. Therefore, ECC PT1 was requested to reconsider the designation of this band.

Based on this conclusion, ECC PT1 invited interested parties to contribute on this subject to the next ECC PT1 meeting in Switzerland on 9-12 May 2005.  ETSI WG RM considered this issue during its 30th meeting on 3-6 May 2005 and is pleased to express an opinion on this topic.

1. Change from licence-free to licensed applications

The view that there is no market demand for SPA is shared. Therefore, it is proposed to change the frequency band 2010-2020 MHz from a licence-free to a licensed band. This change is considered to be beneficial for customers, operators and manufacturers. 

2. Harmonised use of the band 2010-2020 MHz

Taking into account the obvious benefits (e.g. economies of scale, easier compatibility management, etc.), a harmonised use of spectrum is generally supported. Therefore, the band 2010-2020 MHz should remain designated to UMTS/IMT-2000. 

3. Options to combine the band 2010-2020 MHz with other bands

3.1 The whole band 2010-2025 MHz

As a possible alternative to licensed TDD applications, the whole band 2010 - 2025 MHz could also be used for UMTS FDD uplink. The FDD uplink could be paired with a possible FDD downlink external in the band 2570 - 2620 MHz.

3.2. FDD or TDD operation 

With regard to FDD or TDD operation, it is believed that the maximum flexibility should be kept, subject to national market demand. 

Conclusions

· The use of the band 2010-2020 MHz should be changed from licence-free to licensed operation. 

· The following bands should be included in the considerations: 2020-2025 MHz and 2570-2620 MHz.

· FDD/TDD operation should be kept according to market demand.

