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Foreword

This Technical Report has been produced by the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).

The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows:

Version x.y.z

where:

x
the first digit:

1
presented to TSG for information;

2
presented to TSG for approval;

3
or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control.

y
the second digit is incremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections, updates, etc.

z
the third digit is incremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document.

1
Scope

The present document summarises the results of  the feasibility study about inclusion of Wideband Distribution Systems, or WDS, as part of third generation networks in 3GPP standards. 

It covers the history of the proposal, shows and discusses the results of relevant analysis and simulation activities, highlights the possible degree of integration to the current status of 3GPP network architecture and concludes with the indication for a possible way forward in the standardisation path.

2
References

The following documents contain provisions, which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present document.

· References are either specific (identified by date of publication, edition number, version number, etc.) or non‑specific.

· For a specific reference, subsequent revisions do not apply.

· For a non-specific reference, the latest version applies.  In the case of a reference to a 3GPP document (including a GSM document), a non-specific reference implicitly refers to the latest version of that document in the same Release as the present document.

[1]
End to End Simulations Detail, TEK 3GPP ETE SD v.0.1, R4-011578 (RAN WG4 #20).
[2]
“Universal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS); UE Radio Transmission and Reception (FDD) (3GPP TS 25.101 version 4.1.0 Release 4)”, Ref. RTS/TSGR-0425101Uv4R1, July 2001

[3]
“Universal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS); UTRA (BS) FDD; Radio transmission and Reception (3GPP TS 25.104 version 4.1.0 Release 4)”, Ref. RTS/TSGR-0425104Uv4R1, July 2001

[4]
ADS simulation model parameters TEK 3GPP 21_ADS, R4-011579 (RAN WG4 #20)

[5]
Technical justification and overall advantages for UTRA Wideband Distribution Subsystems (WDS) R4-010668 (RAN WG4 #17).

[6]
Comments on WDS O&M impact from RAN3 and SA5, R4-011609 (RAN WG4 #20)
[7]
R4-030159
3
Definitions, symbols and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

3.2
Symbols

3.3
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the following abbreviations apply:

3GPP
Third Generation Partnership Project

ACLR
Adjacent Channel Leakage Ratio

ACS
Adjacent Channel Sensitivity

ALC                    Automatic Level Control

BS
Base Stations

CPICH
Common PIlot CHannel

DL
Downlink

FDD
Frequency Division Duplex

GPS
Global Positioning System

ID                        Identification

IPDL
Idle Period for Down Link

Iub
Interface between RNC and BS

LCS
Location Services

LLI
Low Level Interface

LMU
Local Measurement Unit

LNA
Low Noise Amplifier

MCPA
Multi Carrier Power Amplifier

O&M
Operation and Maintenance

QoS
Quality of Service

OTDOA
Observed Time Difference of Arrival

PCF
Position Calculation Function

RF
Radio Frequency

RNC
Radio Network Controller

TDD
Time Division Duplex

TR
Technical Report

UE
User Equipment

UDD
Unconstrained Delay Data bearer service

UL
Uplink

UMTS
Universal Mobile Telecommunication System

UTRAN
UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access Network

WCDMA
Wideband Code Division Multiple Access

WDS
Wideband Distribution System

WI
Work Item

4 
Definition of WDS in FDD UTRAN

4.1 Introduction

UTRAN FDD Base Stations can sometime include Ancillary Equipment like masthead amplifiers or remote radio heads, that may add flexibility and reduce cost of installation. 

These solutions are embedded in BS as ancillary RF amplifiers and are therefore seen as integral part of it in a single-vendor deployment scenario.

In order to improve flexibility of radio access network solution, a new type of equipment is proposed, here called Wideband Distribution System, or WDS. 

WDS are altogether similar devices, capable of remotisation of BS RF interface, but offering flexible and multiple RF interface to one or more BS or sub-equipped BS. The so-defined WDS shall include one or multiple RF front-ends, RF transmission, and interfaces capable of supporting one or multiple BS. 

WDS may be designed to operate in any full UTRA FDD paired or TDD bands according to regional requirements.

Similar definitions are possible in TDD scenarios and may be considered as part of further work, and analysis of the TS 25.105  UTRA (BS) TDD specification has not highlighted any parameters that suggest WDS would not comply in a TDD environment. 

The degree of performance impact shall be assessed in this document  to understand the effect on multi-carrier WCDMA signals in order to maintain compliance to the relevant standard in the coverage area. The test and simulation scenarios in this report are made with the assumption that of no impact from any passive distribution system. Therefore the results are of an ideal nature and may need to be adjusted to suit the class of base station utilised for deployment.

4.2
WDS Architecture

The key attribute of WDS is its capability to enable the radio interface of a number of BS to be remote, and hence support a distributed multi-carrier and multi-operator network.
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WDS is in general an active device and includes, but is not limited to, one or multiple RF front-end (LNA, MCPA) and RF transmission interfaces capable of supporting one or multiple BS. Other ancillary functions may be included as required for best system integration. It also includes O&M facilities and interfaces in order to fulfil any supervision requirements.

Figure 1      Network Configuration with WDS

WDS generally include a number of functions that are required for correct operation. Those functions are listed and described in Table 1 here below:

	Function Definition
	Function Description

	Centralised multi-operator RF interface
	It provides RF independent interface to multiple BS belonging to different networks. It must include provisions such as RF isolation (>30dB), power threshold detectors, and ALC to prevent that any malfunctioning at one network may affect other networks. Transmit RF power at BS interface can be as low as a fraction of a Watt

	Transmission 
	It provides the proper wideband link to a number of remotely placed sites that host suitable RF amplifiers and other devices (RF front-end) 

	RF transmit MCPA
	It amplifies all available RF channels in the downlink direction, and therefore shall offer suitable in a multi-carrier scenario. 

Power classes can be defined on a wide range, and amplifier technology shall accordingly change to maintain best efficiency

	RF receive LNA
	It amplifies uplink signals before they are fed back to BS receivers. Its dimensioning is basic in order to optimise uplink dynamic range (NF, Intermods, Blocking)

	RF filtering/diplexing
	It provides a common TX/RX antenna connector at the remote site, and includes proper selectivity for achieving interference protection as required in the various deployment scenarios

	Other functions
	Other functions shall be included if applicable, e.g. diversity and O&M


Table 1 – WDS functions breakdown

4.3
Practical Deployment Examples of WDS

Two examples are given only for information and topology understanding purposes of practical deployment for WDS, with reference to previous functions listing in Table 1. Additional indications will require further study on a dedicated Technical Report on WDS Deployment Scenario.

4.3.1       In-building Deployment 

A standard layout is shown, where 2 centralised BS belonging to 2 different networks feed a WDS with 24 Remote Low Power RF Heads, with all RF channels distributed throughout the building (or part of it) in one single cell. The case could be easily expanded to a higher number of networks without affecting the concept.

In this deployment case coverage antennas are often fed by means of a small passive distribution network, i.e. 5 to 20 metres coaxial cable and RF splitters/couplers, for maximum losses in the range of 10dB at UMTS frequencies. This loss adds up to the RF path loss.  The number N of Remote Heads being conveyed on a single sector would increase UL NF by 10 Log N, and this will require further consideration in possible WDS specification and deployment scenarios.

[image: image17.wmf] 

2128

 

2129

 

2130

 

2131

 

2132

 

2133

 

2134

 

2135

 

2136

 

2137

 

2138

 

2139

 

2140

 

2141

 

2142

 

2143

 

2144

 

2145

 

2146

 

2147

 

2148

 

2149

 

2150

 

2151

 

2152

 

2127

 

2153

 

-

85

 

-

80

 

-

75

 

-

70

 

-

65

 

-

60

 

-

55

 

-

50

 

-

45

 

-

40

 

-

35

 

-

30

 

-

25

 

-

20

 

-

15

 

-

10

 

-

5

 

-

90

 

0

 

Frequency (M

Hz)

 

dBm

 


4.3.2       Outdoor Deployment for Small Cells

A possible layout is shown, where 2 centralised BS feed a WDS with 1 Remote RF Head, with dedicated RF channels to each of the small outdoor cells that may be possible with WDS. The case could be easily expanded to a higher number of networks without affecting the concept. 

In this deployment case receive diversity path has been added. Hence uplink time delay and RF gain inequality control must be considered as a possible requirement.
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4.4
Benefits of WDS 

4.4.1
Technical and Deployment Aspects

Because of its very principle, WDS may bring technical and economical advantages as summarised here:

1. Possible BS and RNC co-location in centralised equipment locations allowing shared facilities, increased implementation flexibility and trunking efficiency.

2. Distributed RF wideband microcellular heads, with lower RF transmission power to cope with most stringent environmental compatibility and scalable traffic capacity requirements. 

3. Better and easier flexibility in network planning and upgrading, and on capacity and location systems implementation

4. Sharing opportunities, leading to cost reduction and reduced visual impact for cell sites with the added possibility of increased protection from co-channel and adjacent channel (intra-networks) interference

5. Faster and easier network rollout and maintenance in currently established transmission infrastructures

6. Enabling network manufacturers to shipping base stations and other network elements more quickly

4.4.2
Standardisation Aspects

A standardisation process of WDS in the UMTS UTRA scenario is envisaged for:

1. Removing technical uncertainty risks from Operators and prevent from integration surprises

2. Reducing the burden of additional responsibility for Operators in defining their own specifications for WDS

3. Enabling fulfilment of EU recommendations on network sharing in specific scenarios by providing a common radio distribution solution 
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5
Network Performance Evaluation






















5.1
Simulations of the impact of WDS on the FDD-UTRAN
This clause contains a summary of the simulations carried out by Telefonica I+D in order to study the impact of the WDS in UMTS [7].


 SEQ Tabla \h \r0 

 SEQ Figura \h \r0 5.2 SEQ cap2 \h \r0 
SIMULATION DESCRIPTION
5.2.1 SEQ cap3 \h \r0 
Simulation scenario

Macrocell deployment: Hexagonal grid with distance of 1000 meters.

Omnidirectional antennas.

Microcell deployment: Manhattan grid:

-
block size = 75 m;

-
road width = 15 m;

Omnidirectional antennas.

The scenario follows the specifications of the document 3GPP TR 25.942. The combination of macro and microcells is shown in Figure 2-1: Simulation scenario.

Figure 0-1: Simulation scenario
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These parameters have been defined for the scenario:

Height of the buildings
= 35 m

Antenna height (macrocells) = 50 m (15 m above roof top)

Antenna height (microcells) = 15 m (pole height)

Number of microcells in the scenario = 72 (see §A.1.1.3 of TR25.951 v1.4.0)

Number of macrocells in the scenario = 3 affected macros, 36 in total (see §A.1.1.3 of TR25.951 v1.4.0)

The structure of the scenario will be like this:

one macrocell layer of one operator

two microcell layers of two different operators with WDS (co-located BTS).

5.2.2 SEQ cap3 \h \r0 
Pathloss calculation

The propagation model selected to calculate the pathloss in the planification tool will be one based on 2D+2D ray tracing, for the microcells, and Deygout model (ray tracing in the vertical plane) for the macrocells.

5.2.3 SEQ cap3 \h \r0 
Traffic definition

Uniform traffic for each operator will be considered, i.e., the users will be uniformly distributed over the scenario.

The user density should be defined for each layer (or operator):

Number of macro users: speech=96; Data= 16 

Number of micro users (op1): speech= 1205; data= 205

Number of micro users (op2): speech= 1205; data= 205 

5.2.4 SEQ cap3 \h \r0 
Simulation assumptions

For each cell layer (macrocell, microcell 1, microcell 2), it should be defined the carrier associated, and the ACLR/ACS for UL and DL.

Three situations are defined:

1.
M

Macrocell layer

2.
M-m-m

Macrocell layer:
first carrier


Microcell 1 layer:
adjacent carrier (to macrocell layer)


Microcell 2 layer:
adjacent carrier (to microcell 1 layer)

Figure 0-2: M-m-m
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3.
m-M-m

Microcell 1 layer:
first carrier


Macrocell layer:
adjacent carrier (to microcell 1 layer)


Microcell 2 layer:
adjacent carrier (to macrocell layer)

Figura 0-3: m-M-m
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The last two situations  (M-m-m and m-M-m) will be compared with the first one, the deployment of a Macrocell layer alone (M), in order to study the impact of the WDS on the system.

The ACLR/ACS will be function of the separation of the carriers. The parameters used are shown in Table 2-1: ACLR/ACS.

Table 0-1: ACLR/ACS

	
	ACLR
	ACS

	DOWNLINK
	( 5 MHz

	45 dB (BS TX)
	33 dB (UE RX)

	
	( 10 MHz

	50 dB (BS TX)
	37 dB (UE RX)

	UPLINK
	( 5 MHz
	33 dB (UE TX)
	45 dB (BS RX)

	
	( 10 MHz
	43 dB (UE TX)
	63 dB (BS RX)


Other parameters to be defined for the simulation:

Required Ec/Io for a connection

-16 dBm will be used, as a reference value.

5.2.5 SEQ cap3 \h \r0 
Summary of simulation parameters

Table 0-2: Simulation parameters

	Parameter
	UL value
	DL value

	SIMULATION TYPE
	snapshot
	snapshot

	
	
	

	PROPAGATION PARAMETERS
	
	

	MCL macro (including antenna again)
	70 dB
	70 dB

	MCL micro (including antenna again)
	53 dB 
	53 dB

	Antenna gain (including losses)
	11 dBi 
	0 dBi

	
	0 dBi
	11 dBi

	Log Normal fade margin
	10 dB
	10 dB

	PC MODELLING
	
	

	step size PC
	perfect PC
	perfect PC

	PC error 
	0 %
	0 %

	margin in respect with target C/I
	0 dB
	0 dB

	Outage condition
	Eb/N0 target not reached due to lack of TX power
	Eb/N0 target not reached due to lack of TX power

	Satisfied user 
	
	measured Eb/N0 higher than Eb/N0 target ‑0,5 dB

	HANDOVER MODELING
	
	

	Handover threshold for candidate set
	3 dB
	

	active set
	2
	

	NOISE PARAMETERS
	
	

	noise figure
	5 dB
	9 dB

	Receiving bandwidth
	3,84 MHz proposed
	3,84 MHz proposed

	noise power 
	-103 dBm proposed
	-99 dBm proposed

	TX POWER 
	
	

	Maximum BTS power 
	
	43 dBm macro

33 dBm micro

	Common channel power 
	
	30 dBm macro

20 dBm micro

	Maximum TX power speech
	21 dBm
	30 dBm macro

20 dBm micro

	Maximum TX power data
	21 dBm
	30 dBm macro

20 dBm micro

	Power control range
	65 dB
	25 dB

	
	
	

	
	
	

	USER DISTRIBUTION
	
	Random and uniform across the network

	
	
	

	INTERFERENCE REDUCTION
	
	

	MUD
	Off
	N/A

	non orthogonality factor 
	N/A
	0,4

	
	
	

	DEPLOYMENT SCENARIO
	
	

	Macrocell 
	
	Hexagonal with BTS in the middle of the cell

	microcell 
	
	Manhattan 

	BTS type
	
	omnidirectional

	Cell radius macro
	
	577 macro

	Inter-site single operator
	
	1 000 macro

	Cell radius micro
	
	block size = 75 m, road 15 m

	SIMULATED SERVICES
	
	

	bit-rate speech
	8 kbps
	8 kbps

	Activity factor speech 
	100 %
	100 %

	Multipath environment macro
	Vehicular macro
	Vehicular macro

	Eb/N0 target
	6,1 dB
	7,9 dB

	Multipath environment macro
	Outdoor micro
	Outdoor micro

	Eb/N0 target
	3,3 dB
	6,1 dB

	Data rate
	144 kbps
	144 kbps

	Activity factor speech 
	100 %
	100 %

	Multipath environment macro
	Vehicular macro
	Vehicular macro

	Eb/N0 target
	3,1 dB
	2,5 dB with DL TX or RX diversity, 4,5 dB without diversity

	Multipath environment macro
	Outdoor micro
	Outdoor micro

	Eb/N0 target
	2,4 dB
	1,9 dB with DL TX or RX


5. SEQ Tabla \h \r0 

 SEQ Figura \h \r0 3 SEQ cap2 \h \r0 
SIMULATION RESULTS
The simulations should assess the impact of the micro layer on the macro users, therefore for each Montecarlo snapshot for each service the Eb/No at the RX of each macro-UE should be assessed. A user is satisfied when the measured Eb/No of a connection at the end of a snapshot is higher than a value equal to Eb/N0 target -0,5 dB. The Eb/N0 target are defined in the Table 2-2: Simulation parameters. After the Eb/No for all macro-UE has been calculated the % of outage can be calculated. For the purpose of the present document, an outage occurs when, due to a limitation on the maximum TX power, the measured Eb/N0 of a connection is lower than the Eb/N0 target. Statistical data related to outage (satisfied users) are collected at the end of each snapshot. The target % of outage can be assessed = 5%. That is, if at the end of a Montecarlo run, more than 5% of UE have been in outage, then the interference of the micro on the macro should be considered to high and the parameters of the micro layer should be change in order to decrease its interference on the macro.

5.3.1  SEQ cap3 \h \r0 
Simulations for the voice service

5.3.1.1 SEQ cap4 \h \r0 
Case 1: Traffic load for the macro layer is 75 % of pole capacity

The microcell load is near to pole capacity, and that means the highest level of interference. The noise rise for the microcell layer is near 25 dB.

The results are presented in Table 3-1: Simulation results for case 1, where

N_us_ul_3: number of connections in the uplink in the three affected macrocells of the macrocell layer (this number includes users in soft/softer handover), 

N_usl_dl_3: number of connections in the downlink in the three affected macrocells macrocell layer (this number includes users in soft/softer handover)

M, M-m-m, and m-M-m situations are described in 2.4 Simulation assumptions.

Table 0-1: Simulation results for case 1

	
	N_us_ul_3
	N_us_ul_3(%)
	N_us_dl_3
	N_us_dl_3(%)

	M
	188
	
	209
	

	M-m-m
	166
	12%
	188
	10%

	m-M-m
	159
	15%
	183
	13%


5.3.1.2 SEQ cap4 \h \r0 
Case 2: Traffic load defined in § 2.3 Traffic Definition

The load factor for tha macrocell layer is in this situation around 35 %, and for the microcell layer is around 65 %.

Note that in this case, the interference level of the microcell layers is lower than in the first case.

In this case, the simulations have been performed for a microcell max output power of 33 dBm, as in previous simulations, and for a max output power of 20 dBm.

Table 0-2: Simulation results for case 2

	
	
	N_us_ul_3
	N_us_ul_3(%)
	N_us_dl_3
	N_us_dl_3(%)

	
	M
	92
	
	96
	

	33 dBm

(micro power)
	M-m-m
	84
	9%
	89
	7%

	
	m-M-m
	81
	12%
	87
	9%

	20 dBm

(micro power)
	M-m-m
	91
	1%
	95
	1%

	
	m-M-m
	90
	3%
	93
	3%


5.3.1.3
Case 3: New traffic load definition

The macrocell layer is near 75 % of pole capacity. The noise rise for the microcell layer is aproximately 20 dB.

In this case, the simulations have been performed for a microcell power of 33 dBm, as in previous simulations, and for a power of 20 dBm.

Table 0-3: Simulation results for case 3

	
	
	N_us_ul_3
	N_us_ul_3(%)
	N_us_dl_3
	N_us_dl_3(%)

	
	M
	184
	
	205
	

	33 dBm

(micro power)
	M-m-m
	169
	8%
	188
	9%

	
	m-M-m
	164
	11%
	182
	12%

	20 dBm 

(micro power)
	M-m-m
	176
	4%
	199
	3%

	
	m-M-m
	176
	4%
	199
	3%


5. SEQ Tabla \h \r0 

 SEQ Figura \h \r0 4 SEQ cap2 \h \r0 
CONCLUSIONS

We have simulated a typical application scenario of WDS, where two micro cell layers share the same infrastructure (WDS) and cause interference on the macro layer.

If the WDS has a maximum output power of 33 dBm, the outage probability of the macro users is between 7% and 12%, which is an unacceptable capacity loss in the macro layer. If the WDS has a maximum output power of 20 dBm, then the outage probability is 1% and 4%, which is an acceptable value.

Concluding a WDS with Poutmax = 20 dBm has a moderate effect on the macro layer.

In order to assess other critical parameters of the WDS, further investigation is needed.
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6
Operation & Maintenance

In order to identify any possible impact of a communication interface between WDS and other network elements R3-011933 [Ref. 2] and R5-010481 [Ref. 3] were discussed within RAN 3 and SA5 respectively. 

Either working group said that no impact was found on existing specs because of WDS, and it appeared that existing specifications don’t prevent possible network configuration including WDS. Detail outcomes are included in following sub-sections. 

6.1    WDS O&M interface

The O&M interface for WDS may be required to provide operational status and alarm information to each Network Operator having access to the system, under a network-specific set of parameters, i.e. including:

· General information on common infrastructure available to all networks

· Network specific information (i.e. any interface specific failure alarms)

Transport bearer for O&M implementation  may be compliant with TS 25.442, and that in order to re-use existing transport facilities it would share the same physical and data layer of Iub, as Implementation Specific O&M.

6.2   WDS O&M architecture

O&M of  WDS may be included as part of "O&M functions for co-located equipment", as its architecture could fulfil the requirement. So-called Interface-N is part of the standard (TS32.101, TS32.102) as the interface towards the systems at the network management level. This means that this interface con be offered either from an element manager or directly from the network elements. Special integration reference points "IRP's" are defined and standardised with different solutions sets (CMIP or CORBA) for alarms and configuration. 

One problem with the WDS may be related with independent requirement from network operators. 

At least two ways to solve the problem may be identified:

· The WDS system complies with the IRP concept, or it offers e.g. an alarm IRP for fault management; or

· The UMTS Telecom Management Architecture just offers a transparent connection to vendor specific management system for WDS. 

6.3

WDS O&M activity plan

Further work is required in order to address all practical issues that may arise from system integration activities. This work will require co-ordination between RAN4, RAN3, and SA5

7
Location Services (LCS)

In order to assess any impact of WDS on location services, the co-existence between WDS and location services (LCS) is discussed in this section. Three methods for location services are currently specified in TS 25.305 – Stage 2 Functional Specification of Location Services in UTRAN. These are OTDOA, Cell ID based positioning and Network Assisted GPS. 

7.1
OTDOA/IPDL

The OTDOA/IPDL methods are based on the measurements of the UTRA pilot signal  (CPICH) made by the UE and the Location Measurement Unit (LMU). The position of the UE is estimated by using the observed time difference of arrival from three or more base stations.

As measurements are made by the UE who then reports them to the Position Calculation Function (PCF) in the serving RNC, any delays between the remote RF antenna and the serving BS which may be introduced by the WDS are not part of the LCS calculation. In this case the PCF must be aware of the geographical layout of the UTRAN transmitters as configured including WDS.

7.2

Cell ID Method

In the cell ID based method the location of a UE is estimated with the knowledge of its serving BS. The information about the serving BS and cell may be obtained by paging, location area update, cell update, URA update or routing area update.

The result of WDS deployment is that the cells have the potential to become smaller thereby giving greater accuracy compared to a larger cell. 

7.3
Network Assisted GPS

These methods make use of UE, which are equipped with radio receivers capable of receiving signals from the Global Positioning System (GPS). Therefore there are no implications to a WDS enhanced network.

7.4
Summary of WDS impact on LCS

From the above discussion it is clear that no impact on LCS is envisaged due to inclusion of WDS 

The system calculations required in order to accommodate the provision of LCS information to the network rely primarily on the UE or high level network systems specifically dedicated to LCS.

The only provision for inclusion of WDS will be the requirement that the RNC is aware of the base station architecture including the length of transmission delay in order to make accurate positional calculations.

8
WDS Positioning on Existing 3GPP TS and  WI

The present structure of 3GPP UTRAN FDD specifications includes BS (TS 25.104 [ref.1] /  TS 25.141 [ref.2]) and Repeaters (TS 25.106 [ref.3]/ TS 25.143 [ref.4]).

TS25.104 relates to Macro BS and its performance.  Ongoing work on Base Station Classification WI (TR25.951). 

TS25.106 relates to RF Repeater and its performance. The following discussion identifies WDS positioning situation in 3GPP FDD UTRAN TS frame.

8.1
WDS positioning discussion

Following points highlight specific technical positioning for WDS, starting from simulations results.

1. WDS are physically connected to BS according to capacity and coverage planning requirements. They are NOT used to complement radio coverage of a BS (so-called simulcasting), and therefore provide consistent and reliable performance as integral part of the access network, including minimisation of uncertainties in UE location;

2. Because of the tight interface to BS, WDS have low or moderate RF gain. Therefore they don’t need complex filtering techniques to provide control of in-band and out-of-band spurious emissions; additionally, WDS allow for controlled and reliable performance in both single- and multi-vendor scenarios, leading to ease of planning; similarly, a reliable alarm and management interface may be provided as discussed;

3. Standard technologies provide WDS instantaneous bandwidth capability to cope with UMTS UTRA FDD full band application, including the various regional requirements;

4. WDS allows BS and RNC to be co-located at centralised equipment locations, where upgrades and implementations can be effected with no requirement to visit remote sites. 

The above listed items show WDS ability to supplement and enhance FDD BS capability, and their  substantial technical and deployment difference from repeaters. WDS are meant as radio interface remotisers for one or multiple dedicated BS. 

8.2
Potential Impact of WDS Standardisation

The Feasibility Study has highlighted the potential impact of WDS standardisation based on existing BS specifications TS25.104/TS25.141, with specific reference to the interface point between BS and WDS, where a more stringent performance than that of compliant BS may be required in order to guarantee full compliance to the standard for the new chain  [BS + WDS]. 

Since Companies did not agree to changing existing specifications because of possible impact in future BS layout, no agreement has been reached at RAN WG4 about such an interface.

The existing and ongoing status of the WI on UTRAN FDD Base Station Classification (TR25.951) offers instead benefits for WDS in certain deployment scenarios and can be related to it. 

9
Conclusions and Way Forward

The Feasibility Study has shown how WDS performance may impact on a 25.104 compliant generic BS, on a limited number of basically important parameters and, more in general, in the network configuration. 

A new set of compliance parameters should be investigated as a consequence of BS classification and further definition of deployment scenarios. 

Further work is required to verify the recommended margin consistency for the remaining uplink parameters (e.g. Noise Figure, Blocking, and Intermodulation) and downlink parameters (e.g. Modulation Accuracy, Frequency Stability and Accuracy, Output Power Stability and Accuracy) for all scenarios, particularly in the multi-carrier case. 

Since it was not yet possible to agree on any different requirements for BS specifications, and because of the specific interest for using WDS for small cell applications, it may be recommended to relate any further related work on WDS to the definition of BS classes for given deployment scenarios, and for those RF parameters that may be part of WDS technical nature.  The way WDS may be included in 3GPP specs is not clear yet and needs further co-ordination with other ongoing work in related areas (e.g. BS classification and Repeaters).

Annex  <A>: History of the proposal

RAN 4 Meeting #17, Gothenburg, Sweden (21-25 May 2001)

Document R4- 010559
Technical justification and overall advantages of WDS

Discussion document explained the concept and the benefits of a WDS. A hardware description and RF performance attributes were discussed in relation to the current TS25.104 specification. It was agreed to proceed with a feasibility study.

RAN Plenary Meeting #12, Stockholm, Sweden (12-15 June 2001)

Document RP-010488
Study Item description sheet for feasibility study on UTRA WDS

Document detailed the justification for the system and set out the criteria which must be satisfied in order to proceed. This included addressing RF performance, end to end system performance and consideration of location service and O&M aspects.  Study Item status was given.

RAN 4 Meeting #18, Berlin, Germany (9-13 July 2001)

Document R4-010935
WDS Study Item Status Update

Document presented for information and to raise discussion items to be addressed in final study phase TR. 

Concerns were raised about impact on system performance due to inclusion of WDS. Difficulties were voiced on setting new requirements on TS25.104 for a low-level interface (LLI) between the BS and the WDS.

Therefore clarifications on the concept were required.
RAN 4 Meeting #19, Edinburgh, Scotland (3-7 September 2001)

Document R4-011045
WDS Study Item Report

Feasibility Study results presented for decision which covered the following subjects:

1. End to end system performance improvements shown through major simulation work.

2. RF up-link and downlink parameters for LLI, WDS and compliance to TS25.104 at antenna port.

3. Address all questions raised at previous RAN 4 meetings with detailed explanations of LLI concept, system degradation, LCS and O&M impact. 

It was noted by a number of delegates that there were no doubts of the benefits of WDS, specifically in order to provide the ability to share resources in indoor environments.

Further concerns were raised by some delegates over the understanding of LLI, specifically on how it may physically interface with variable BS configurations and about its technical feasibility against existing TS 25.104.

Due to recognised benefits of WDS, it was recommended that the study item phase be continued in order to close out the points raised.

RAN plenary meeting #13, Beijing, China (18-21 September 2001)

Document RP-010638    Status Report for information 
Completion date is expected at RP#14 with formal TR. It was commented that the included report was not a formal TR and that no agreement had yet been reached on it in WG4.     

RAN 4 Meeting #20, East Brunswick, NJ, USA (12-16 November 2001)

Document R4-011516
Submission of present TR 25.867 v.0.1.0
RAN 4 Meeting #26, Madrid, Spain (17-21 February 2003)
Document R4-030159
Simulations of the impact of WDS on the FDD-UTRAN
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