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1. Introduction
At RAN#70, the initial plenary-level study for Next Generation Access Technologies (NextGen RAN or 5G NR saying below) was kicked off and the relevant technical findings in terms of deployment scenarios, use cases and requirements were captured in [1]. At RAN#71, the proceeding WG-level study for NextGen RAN was approved as captured in [2], which is targeting for a single technical framework addressing all usage scenarios, requirements and deployment scenarios. At RAN3#92/RAN2#94, the further WG-level discussion was made, which was summarized in [3] and [4].

After elaborating on current running 38.801 TR v020, we found miscellaneous issues worth further clarification and discussions, so in this contribution, we shall highlight some of them, but more detailed analysis may be subject to other/future dedicated contributions.
2. Discussion
Throughout the whole TR38.801 so far, there are many places still using either “NR BS” or “NR RAN” in mixed manner, but it has been decided online at RAN3#92 that “gNB: NR node, Rapporteur to aligned wording by next meeting”. Therefore we suggest sticking to the online agreements.
Proposal 1: To use/align “NR gNB” as the single terminology throughout the whole TR 38.801 (both texts and figures).
The concept for “eLTE eNB” was introduced in TR38.801, but in many places, the descriptions in both texts and figures seems still limited to LTE eNB case, which may cause technical confusion or lead to wrong technical implications. E.g.:
For “Functions specific for NR RAN” in section 6.1.1.1, there are following new NFs:
· Tight Interworking with LTE

We assume that this new NR-NF should be required for both LTE and eLTE case, which are related to different deployment scenarios. Since LTE can be interpreted as special backward compatible case for eLTE (connecting to EPC), hence eLTE can be more generically used for cases where both LTE and eLTE are referred to and valid.
· LTE-NR handover through LTE-NR interface
We assume that such NR-NF should be targeted only for eLTE-NR case, but not for LTE-NR, as the handover between LTE and NR seems only feasible based on CN interfaces.
Proposal 2a: To cleanup all descriptions with “LTE” and “eLTE” throughout TR 38.801.
Proposal 2b: For cases where both LTE and eLTE are referred to and valid, to use “eLTE” accordingly.
In section 5.4 and 6.1.2 etc, the terminology for “Central Unit” and “Distributed Unit” were used in multiple places and their use cases and associated benefits have also been discussed and justified; however, no explicit definitions were attempted to be given yet. In order to simply the descriptions in both texts and figures, we tend to give the explicit definitions for them ahead such as:
CU: Central Unit holds the radio protocol entities of upper layers.
DU: Distributed Unit holds the radio protocol entities of lower layers.

Proposal 3: To introduce the explicit definitions for CU and DU as above.
In section 6.3.1.1, the NR/(e)LTE deployment scenarios were discussed again at SA2#116, and some fresh agreements were achieved there, so all obsolete texts/figures here should be updated according to the SA2’s latest agreements. Furthermore, the new interface “NG1” used in section 6.3.1.2 should also be updated with “NG2/3” as used by SA2.
Proposal 4: To update the section 6.3.1 according to the SA2’ latest agreements.
3. Conclusion
Here we kindly propose follows:
Proposal 1: To use/align “NR gNB” as the single terminology throughout the whole TR 38.801 (both texts and figures).
Proposal 2a: To cleanup all descriptions with “LTE” and “eLTE” throughout TR 38.801.

Proposal 2b: For cases where both LTE and eLTE are referred to and valid, to use “eLTE” accordingly.
Proposal 3: To introduce the explicit definitions for CU and DU as above.
Proposal 4: To update the section 6.3.1 according to the SA2’ latest agreements.
4. References

[1] TR 38.913 Study on Scenarios and Requirements for Next Generation Access Technologies

[2] RP-160671 Study on New Radio Access Technology NTT DOCOMO
[3] R3-161442_TR 38.801 v020, NTT DOCOMO
[4] R2-16xxxx_TR 38.804 v020, NTT DOCOMO
[5] TR 23.799 v040
1
2

