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1
Introduction
At RAN#71 meeting a study item on “Flexible eNB-ID and Cell-ID in E-UTRAN” was approved [1]. The objective of this study is to identify potential technologies to deploy a large number of eNB’s and also eNB’s that can handle more cells in E-UTRAN. 
At RAN3#91bis, three possible solutions for “Extend maximum number of Cells in an eNB” are identified and documented in the TR [2].
2
Discussion
2.1 Solution of “Establish an interface instance per eNB”


This solution is can be deployed according to the network situation. It is scalable as well as flexible. It is purely implementation dependent thus has no impact on the 3GPP specification.
2.2 Evaluation
The evaluation of this solution in chapter 5.2.3 according to the evaluation criteria defined in [3] is listed in below:
· Impact on existing nodes (UE, CN and upper layers, eNB, UTRAN, GSM, WLAN): No impact
· Impact on specification , existing features and procedures (e.g. restart): No impact
· Impact on interworking with legacy nodes: No impact
· Impact on Signalling (e.g. load): No impact
· Impact on network planning (e.g, PCI planning): No impact
· Impact on CAPEX/OPEX: No impact
Proposal 1: RAN3 discuss and agree to capture the evaluation in the TR, refer to TP [3]
3
Proposals
Proposal 1: RAN3 discuss and agree to capture the evaluation in the TR, refer to TP [3]
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6.2.1 Establish an interface instance per eNB


This is an implementation choice available today, which is to integrate several logical eNBs to a physical one, therefore this eNB can serve more than 256 cells. Each logical eNB will follow current standardization, and establish the interface to the other eNBs and MME independently. 
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