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1. Introduction
RAN3 TR38.801 has captured that some deployment scenarios. This contribution discusses the need of the interface between NR and LTE when NR is deployed as a standalone node.
2. Discussion
2.1 Considering of Mobility for standalone NR deployment
As the initial deployment of the standalone NR will be foreseen to be in hot spot and in very limited coverage, mobility of 5G UE will soon cause inter-RAT mobility. 
We consider that the CN-based mobility needs to be supported as a baseline, which is similar to conventional inter-RAT mobility. We understand that the reason why the RAN-based mobility was not introduced for the inter-RAT mobility in the past would be the core networks of different systems have to be coordinated anyway and thus there would be less motivation to introduce further complexity. 

On the other hand, the situation may be changed in the NR study, because it is most likely to introduce the tight interworking of the LTE and the NR with direct interface between RAN nodes. Given that the direct interface established at least for the tight interworking, it might NOT be so difficult or complex to further introduce the RAN-based mobility from RAN architecture point of view. In addition, if the eNB and the NR nodes can be connected to the same CN (regardless of EPC or NextGen CN), the coordination between CNs of different systems might be largely reduced.
Furthermore, in order to achieve high performance of the mobility, and base on the experience from the intra LTE mobility, it would be feasible to have mobility signalling between LTE eNB and NR node directly, and then give the path switch signalling to the CN later.
As discussed above, this however has a restriction that only applicable to the deployment scenario when both LTE eNB and the NR node connect to the same CN node e.g. if in EPC it is the MME. This is because change of MME may need further signalling enhancement / modification which may become complicated.
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Therefore we propose that:
Proposal 1: in the deployment scenario when LTE eNB and NR Node are connected to the same CN node, it is feasible to have an interface between eNB and NR Node for at least the mobility purpose.

3. Conclusion

In this contribution, we discuss the possibility of having an interface between LTE eNB and NR Node for the mobility purpose.
Proposal 1: in the deployment scenario when LTE eNB and NR Node are connected to the same CN node, it is feasible to have an interface between eNB and NR Node for at least the mobility purpose.
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