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1   Introduction
During RAN Plenary #71 discussion, a new study item of New Radio Access Technology has been agreed [1].  During last RAN3 meeting, several functional split options between central unit and distributed unit are proposed [2]. In RAN2#93bis meeting, it was agreed [3] that RAN2 will firstly identify the main radio interface protocol functions, and decide the order/placement/grouping of functions in protocol layer. There will be no dedicated discussion on RAN2 before the above two tasks. The decision is also impact RAN3 schedule on the discussion. In this contribution, it gives the way forward for RAN internal architecture in RAN3.
2   Discussion
As indicated in [4] and [5], it is very difficult to discuss RAN internal functional split before the stable of network function definition and the radio interface protocols. This work also has some dependency with other WGs including RAN1, RAN2 and/or RAN4 depending on the options. In addition, there is also very strict time schedule on the New Radio. The RAN internal functional split discussion is only a part of the architecture discussion, but time consuming. The internal split is also not the mandatory task for the initial deployment of the NR and requires carefully thinking about several aspects as mentioned in [4-6]. The E-UTRAN architecture had been proofed flexible enough to fit all kind of deployment scenarios and made it possible to add new features without architecture change. To facilitate the discussion in RAN3, it is proposed to use the LTE eNB model as the baseline for RAN3 discussion, and the further discussion of detailed split options should be pending to RAN1/2/4 decision on the radio interface protocol and the function of each protocols. 

Proposal 1: it is proposed to use the LTE eNB model as the baseline for RAN3 architecture discussion, and the further discussion of detailed split options should be pending to RAN1/2/4 decision on the radio interface protocol and the function of each protocols.
In last meeting, there are several options captured in the TR using LTE terminology. However, the split options are just listing all the options based on current LTE architecture without clear justification and motivation. The RAN internal split should be really careful discussion because it may impact the performance, radio requirement, testability, flexible deployment, reliability, further vendor innovation, IOT complexity and also the cost etc. The discussion is also involving other RAN WGs efforts including RAN2, RAN1 and even RAN4. E.g., for the lower layer split options, some further considerations are listed in [7]. In short, each candidate option should be well justified and motivated before the starting of the evaluation. 
Proposal 2: Each candidate option should be well justified and motivated before the starting of the evaluation
3   Conclusion
In this contribution, way forward for RAN internal architecture is proposed. 
Proposal 1: it is proposed to use the LTE eNB model as the baseline for RAN3 architecture discussion, and the further discussion of detailed split options should be pending to RAN1/2/4 decision on the radio interface protocol and the function of each protocols.
Proposal 2: Each candidate option should be well justified and motivated before the starting of the complexity discussion
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